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Oleh Bazylevych is a writer, translator, screenwriter for documentaries and feature 
films, winner of over 50 awards at international film festivals and competitions. 
Author and presenter of television programmes and shows. Since February, 24, 
2022 was in the Armed Forces of Ukraine. Retired on November, 7, 2024. Returned 
to work as a programme writer and presenter, writer, blogger, screenwriter and artist.
Karen Buckton, a scientist, never gave up on her dream of writing. She completed 
a screenwriting course at the Australian Film, Television and Radio School (AFTRS) 
and began experimenting with the sitcom genre. 
Eventually, Karen decided to leave her position as a senior research fellow in 
cytogenetics to devote herself entirely to her creative work. Today, among her 
works are numerous screenplays across a wide range of genres.

authors: Oleh Bazylevych, Karen Buckton
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Who built Earth’s amazing megalithic structures with 
technologies still unknown to us? Who taught our primitive 
ancestors various arts and crafts? Who influenced so many 
legends about the ancient origins of our world? One day we’ll 
find out. In the future, we shall discover many fascinating 
technologies, including time travel. And then we shall jump 
Backtime… In the XXIII century, three time-travel ships are sent 
back to the late Mesozoic era for a crucial research mission. 
The researchers face many challenges as they gradually piece 
together the timeline patterns of our world, and their own role 
in history. They realize that there are three different planetary 
timestreams, and that many myths and mysteries of our 
world are explained by an astonishing time loop in which our 
particular timestream of Earth is trapped.

https://bohdan-books.com/catalog/book/328866/
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Serhii Pyltiai was born in the village of Rusaniv, Brovary district, Kyiv region. He 
worked as a teacher in a rural school for 18 years and currently lives in Kyiv. He 
has participated in contests on the “Star Fortress” platform since 2013. In 2016, 
he won second place in the “Hunt for the Blue Bird” contest. In 2019, he took part in 
the Publishers’ Forum as the author of a short story included in the “Pocket Travel 
Guide” collection. Also in 2019, he won third place in the literary competition at 
the Al Mor Fantasy Festival. His short stories have been published in the “Warrior” 
and “Song from Orbit” collections by the “Azymut” publishing house, as well as in 
the “Ripley” collection from the “Basement” fanzine. In 2022, his debut novel, “The 
Witcher from Knyazhgrad”, was published. In 2024 he won the Crisalis Award (for 
his outstanding debut) at the 46th European Science Fiction Convention, Eurocon.

In a bleak future dominated by high technology, there will 
always be heroes who refuse to submit to fate. With their 
perseverance and thirst for adventure, they overcome their 
enemies and their own fear. Love, adventure and meeting 
robots are guaranteed.

“Cyberjunk: Neon Stories” is a novel in short stories, in which 
technology and the fates of the characters are closely 
intertwined. Will the neuro-rider manage to find his beloved, 
lost under strange circumstances? Will the corporate 
security agent be able to solve the mysterious murders of the 
corporation’s employees? Who is the pink-haired stranger who 
approached a bored freelance cameraman in a bar with an 
unexpected offer? Six stories that plunge you into a gloomy 
world ruled by criminal syndicates, where specially created 
human clones do the hard work, and neuroriders, the cowboys 
of the neural network, stubbornly hack into secure corporate 
servers.

Put this puzzle together and you will get a complete picture of 
a world where high technology reigns supreme amid a lowly 
but fast-paced life.

author: Serhii Pyltiai
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Natalka Lishchynska was born in 1971 in the city of Stryi, Lviv region. While 
studying at Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, she obtained a diploma of 
historian. In 2004 she started to work as a journalist for the websites “Ukrainian 
Pravda” and “Maidan”, and later she turned to prose and poetry. Favourite genres 
in which she works: fairy tales and fantasy for children and teenagers, science 
fiction for adults, philosophical mysticism and a mix of realism and fantasy, which 
can be called author’s prose. Winner of the contests “Coronation of the Word-
2011” in the nomination “Works for Children”, “Coronation of the Word-2013” in the 
nomination “Song Lyrics”; “Ukraine of my Dreams”; “Manticore”. Hobbies — reading, 
futurology, cars, observing living creatures.

Two worlds, real and virtual, in the nearly future will live in 
good mutual relations. The old reality looks good, the new one 
has developments and the happiness of the citizens, whom 
a powerful and miraculous piece of intelligence takes care of. 
However, it’s not all the same, it’s not at all the same as it looks 
like from the first glance. Why is everything collapsing, what 
uncharitable force threatens the humanity of the two worlds?

author: Natalka Lishchynska
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Also by Natalka Lishchynska 

https://bohdan-books.com/catalog/book/214845/
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Natalka Lishchynska was born in 1971 in the city of Stryi, Lviv region. While 
studying at Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, she obtained a diploma of 
historian. In 2004 she started to work as a journalist for the websites “Ukrainian 
Pravda” and “Maidan”, and later she turned to prose and poetry.
Favourite genres in which she works: fairy tales and fantasy for children and 
teenagers, science fiction for adults, philosophical mysticism and a mix of realism 
and fantasy, which can be called author’s prose. Winner of the contests “Coronation 
of the Word-2011” in the nomination “Works for Children”; “Coronation of the Word-
2013” in the nomination “Song Lyrics”; “Ukraine of My Dreams”, “Manticore”.
Hobbies — reading, futurology, cars, observing living creatures.

The stories included in this collection are diverse. They do not 
constitute a monochrome, but a full spectrum, an enchanting 
explosion of all the colours of literature: from humor to 
tragedy, from science fiction to mysticism, from miniatures to 
significant texts. Written by the same author, but completely 
different, they are united by belonging to fantastic prose, 
although sometimes it is difficult to get rid of the impression 
that the described events actually happened.

author: Natalka Lishchynska
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Also by Natalka Lishchynska 
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Oleksiy Dekan is a Ukrainian science fiction writer from Kharkiv. Professionally 
a designer. Translator, screenwriter, volunteer. Writes books in Ukrainian and 
English. Winner of several literary competitions. 
The author works in various literary genres such as thriller, mysticism, science 
fiction, fantasy, detective.  From Oleksiy’s pen came the science fiction novels 
“Roots of the Universe”, “Alphabet for Android”, “Project Kinesis”, the fantasy 
cycle “Nurlin”, the collection “Silence”, the mashup bestseller “Kaydash Family 
vs. Zombies” and its sequel “Kaydash Family vs. Vampires”. Co-author of “Don’t 
Touch, It’s for the Holidays!” and other collections.

author: Oleksiy Dekan
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Book 1. Alphabet for Android
This book will captivate lovers of classic science fiction and 
social speculative fiction. The author once again experiments 
with a blend of literary genres, combining sci-fi with detective 
stories, horror, patriotic, philosophical, and ethnographic 
parables. Individual tales explore the possible evolution of 
humanity. Can humans coexist with another form of intelligent 
life? Or is our planet too small for two sentient species unwilling 
to yield to one another?
Book 2. Roots of the Universe
A modern Ukrainian chronicle, a cosmic Odyssey,  
a terrifying mystical thriller, and a historical detective story 
under one cover. These stories make up a single story of 
the modern world. There are stories about ghosts, a retro 
detective, a hermetic thriller, science fiction, and stories about 
criminals and writers; there is even something similar to a 
biblical tale. But in fact, all this is a peculiar cosmic Odyssey, a 
philosophical story about monsters that live within us.

Also by Oleksiy Dekan

https://bohdan-books.com/catalog/book/302591/
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Born in 1970 in the Donetsk region, Yuliia Syromolot learly earned to read and loved 
popular science books more than fairy tales. After finishing school, she trained as 
a specialist in advanced water purification (for the nuclear production cycle).
She began writing speculative fiction after the age of 25. One of her stories (co-
authored) was published in the Kapranov brothers’ project “Right to Beer”. Since 
2014, when her hometowns fell under occupation, she has lived in Kyiv, which 
turned out to be both a friend, a teacher, and a love she had never expected.
She has always loved science fiction, having grown up on it. In addition to the 
novel “The Loner and the Moon” (with plans for continuation), she has several 
dozen short stories and dreams of publishing them as a collection.

author: Yuliia Syromolot

The Loner and the Moon
SC

IEN
C

E FIC
TIO

N

Fifty years have passed since humanity was struck by a 
pandemic caused by reckless experiments, leaving continents 
devastated. What remained was barely stabilized under the 
control of powerful tech corporations, the two largest being 
“Orizonti” and “Biogenimo”. But the fragile balance is suddenly 
shattered by the brazen murder of a high-ranking “Biogenimo” 
official. The killer  — Umo Illatan, a young and highly promising 
biologist — escaped from the crime scene and must hide in 
the depths of the so-called “Lower World”. Yet there is a catch: 
he has no memory of why he did what he did. In his struggle to 
survive and search for answers, he is forced to rely on sinister 
mutant creatures, the “living dead,” long believed to be among 
the culprits of the pandemic. And they tell strange tales: 
everything began when humanity decided to colonize Mars…
What really happened — now and fifty years ago? How can 
one live after being torn out of life? And is there room for two 
humanities on a single planet?

https://bohdan-books.com/catalog/book/288077/
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Yaroslav Linder is a modern Ukrainian poet, bard and writer. He works in the 
genres of soft science fiction, magical realism and psychological literature. 
“The Case” is Yaroslav’s debut novel. In this and every subsequent 
author he invested, invests and will invest a piece of his own soul. 
“My novels are like onions. You can quickly peel off the husk and fully 
enjoy the light writing style and fascinating plot. But with each subsequent 
layer cut away, it becomes harder and harder to hold back tears.” 
But all this is just a hobby: Yaroslav works as a teacher at the Taras Shevchenko 
National University of Kyiv and is proud of it.

This world is ideal — or does it only seem so? He is the master, 
and the quiet, obedient, submissive Iska is his mechanical 
servant. She understands her master better than anyone, 
guesses his desires — but remains a mysterious and 
incomprehensible oracle for him. In the evening, they will 
plunge into the virtual game universe to relive the heroic and 
turbulent episodes of the era of wars between the Alliance 
and the Horde. The enemy camp will be ruthlessly knocked 
to the ground, but this is just a computer simulation, right?.. 
The hometown seems too perfect, and its inhabitants — too 
carefree and cheerful. And the inquisitive young man will have 
questions, the answers to which will forever change his fate 
and turn him into a slave, a fugitive, a traveler, a spy, a rebel… 
and back into a master. Master of your own destiny... Or not?

author: Yaroslav Linder
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Roman Rositskyi was born in 1965. He is a teacher by education. Throughout 
his life, he combines teaching with literary work. Writing is an important part of 
his life and professional development. He is the author of 13 published paper 
books, as well as a number of works in collections, electronic publications and 
co-authored projects with his wife. Among his books: “Ideopolis”, “Bold Breezes”, 
“Mission”, “Inhabitants of the Old Yard”, “The Wandering Kitty from the Old Yard”, 
“The Bow of the Night Thunderer”, “The Kingdom of Refined Laughter”, “Legend”, 
“The Flying Carpet of Master Burkun”, “The Whirlwinds of the Lazy Summer”, “The 
Era of Starplanes”, “Rainbowhair”, “The Feather of the Dream Bird”.

A person perceives the world in a narrow optical range, so the 
picture that opens before him will always be only a sketch, a 
weak shadow of the Great Reality. But the people of the future 
will expand this range to see new facets of the Universe; the 
people of the future will find a way to fly to the stars to find 
brothers in mind; the people of the future will become better 
than us, so that the chain of life will never be interrupted.

author: Roman Rositskyi
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Myra Bo is a contemporary Ukrainian writer. She has been a participant in multi-
genre short prose literary contests since 2022 and is the author of short stories 
published in collective anthologies and magazines. She primarily works in the 
genres of speculative fiction, psychological, social, and domestic literature. “Yellow 
Bricks” is Myra’s debut novel. “If a book can’t make you laugh or make you happy, 
it should at least leave you with hope. My books are about ordinary people who 
often make mistakes, but aren’t we all like that? We must hope that if we dare to 
do more, we can change our own lives. In the end, it’s the choice that matters.”

author: Myra Bo
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Architect Nick Mozo had a gift and a purpose. Family and 
friends, money and fame, and secrets too… Yes, he had things 
to hide. Even all of the above had their own nuances, but a 
single mistake was enough for his life to crumble like a shaky 
house. Floor by floor… If you know how to talk to houses, 
they might just tell you this story when you meet them. If 
not, Nick himself will tell you all about it in these memoirs. 
Get ready! This story will be a long one: it will begin in the past 
and end in the future, because a long life gives us much, but 
takes away just as much. You have been warned.

Also by Myra Bo

https://bohdan-books.com/catalog/book/326463/
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author: Olena Tereshchenko
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In the Duchy of Gelden, magic and magical creatures are 
outlawed. Even a mere mention of their existence can land 
one in prison, as it casts doubt on the power of the Holy 
Fathers’ prayers. But these creatures have simply been lying 
low, biding their time. A thirst for power and treachery give free 
rein to all manner of creatures waging war on humanity. Now, 
only magic — once outlawed here — can save the duchy. The 
main heroine, Yadwiga, is a powerful magician, but in addition 
to inhuman creatures, she faces a treacherous regent and 
fratricide who seeks to remove the young Duke Adrian from 
the throne and, to this end, strikes a deal with a powerful Witch.

About the Author

Olena Tereshchenko has worked as a journalist and as a cultural events organiser 
at a library. As a teacher and PR manager, she has been involved in literary projects 
for children and young people.
She writes primarily in the genres of fantasy and historical adventure fiction. Her 
works include the short story «Simargl on the Windowsill» (an urban fantasy 
based on Chernihiv legends) and «Dragon Wanted!» (European fantasy), the 
novel «Terimen» based on Ukrainian and Japanese folklore (co-authored with 
Oleksandr Bilohura), the cosy fantasy «Wizards Fall in Love Too», «Together 
in Two Worlds», and the teenage historical fantasy «The Thunder Amulet». 
Winner of the «Coronation of the Word», «Young Coronation» and «Grand 
Coronation» competitions.

https://bohdan-books.com/catalog/book/331354/
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Oleksiy Dekan is a Ukrainian science fiction writer from Kharkiv. Professionally 
a designer. Translator, screenwriter, volunteer. Writes books in Ukrainian and 
English. Winner of several literary competitions. 
The author works in various literary genres such as thriller, mysticism, science 
fiction, fantasy, detective.  From Oleksiy’s pen came the science fiction novels 
“Roots of the Universe”, “Alphabet for Android”, “Project Kinesis”, the fantasy 
cycle “Nurlin”, the collection “Silence”, the mashup bestseller “Kaydash Family 
vs. Zombies” and its sequel “Kaydash Family vs. Vampires”. Co-author of “Don’t 
Touch, It’s for the Holidays!” and other collections.

author: Oleksiy Dekan
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Dark fantasy. A literary mashup based on the immortal 
works of I. Nechuy-Levytsky and B. Stoker. “The Kaidash 
Family vs. Vampires” is a continuation of the stunning 
story of the acclaimed bestseller of Comic Con Ukraine 
2021 “The Kaidash Family vs. Zombies”, which had several 
reprints and managed to be translated into English. 
This story can be read even by those who have not read 
the previous book. Do you want to learn about how the 
regicide Omelko met a young African witch, whom he 
will name Marusia? Do you want to meet again with old 
acquaintances — Karpo, Lavrin and Melashka and find out 
what new danger they will have to face? Then this story 
is for you. After all, an ancient evil wanders nearby. It seeks 
blood and revenge. Karpo’s children are also growing up and 
also become involuntary participants in dark family affairs. 
In this new book, the geography of events is not limited to 
the famous village of Semihory. Together with the heroes, 
the reader will be able to go on a journey to the Crimea 
and visit the mysterious Mukachevo castle Palanok. 
Will the Kaidashs be able to win the unequal duel with death 
this time too?

Also by Oleksiy Dekan

https://bohdan-books.com/catalog/book/288197/


BOHDAN PUBLISHING HOUSE  Address: 34a Stepan Banderа Ave, Ternopil, Ukraine, 46002
 https://bohdan-books.com/foreign-rights/

About the Author

264 p.
Hardcover
145х215 mm
ISBN: 978-966-10-8804-6
Original language: Ukrainian
Rights: worldwide

Rights coordinator: 
Tetiana Budna
tanyabudna@gmail.com

Maryna Sokolian is a Ukrainian author who works in the genres of fantasy, 
philosophical prose, and social drama. She was born on December 18, 
1979  in Poltava. She studied in the United States on an exchange program, 
and later graduated from the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, where she received 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in sociology. She published her first book, 
a collection of short stories “Torch”, in 2003 after winning the “Smoloskyp” 
competition. Her novel “Kherem” received a special ESFS award at Eurocon-2008 
and the “Portal””prize, and “Heart of the Harpy” received an award at the 
“Coronation of the Word” competition as the best socio-psychological work. 
Sokolian worked as a journalist, editor, and PR manager, participated in script and 
theater projects, and wrote scripts for films and TV series. Author of nine books 
translated into English, Polish and Czech.

author: Maryna Sokolian
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Hryhor has a talent for getting into the wrong place, a 
complicated relationship with his beloved, problems at 
work, and a terrible curse on top of that. So when one day a 
mysterious stranger in a saffron cloak approaches him and 
offers to solve all the questions, the guy dares to take a risk. 
However, having such talents, Hryhor ends up not at all where 
he expected, but in fact - in the mysterious city of Skolovar, from 
which he cannot get out without entering into a fight with the 
living, the dead, the scoundrels, and the corrupt bureaucracy. 
The novel is written in a style that combines Kafka’s absurdism, 
Pavićs magical realism, and Vian’s surreal irony.

https://bohdan-books.com/catalog/book/282752/
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author: Yana Vovk
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“The Fortress of Silence” is the first book in the “Oxymoron” 
series. Oxymoron is a literary device that combines two 
contradictory words and gives them a new meaning. The 
novel combines two opposing worlds: the Great World and the 
Lands of Morok.

The Silent Ones, servants of the Fortress of Silence, break 
their ancient vow of non-interference in the life of the Great 
World. They, the authorities, and the sorcerers are all searching 
for the daughter of a Silent One, who was conjured up in a 
torture chamber by the false sorcerer Khmara. While the 
search continues, their attention is drawn to a girl who was 
in the search party. Only those who are in no hurry to reveal 
themselves know how fiction became reality and what the 
shape-shifting world hides...

About the Author

Yana Vovk is a writer, teacher, and journalist. She is also the author of the novel 
“Where There Are No Mirrors”(2020) and the short story collection “You Can Be” 
(2021).
Laureate of the International Literary and Art Prize named after Panteleimon 
Kulish — 2021 for the book “Where There Are No Mirrors”; Laureate of the Kharkiv 
Municipal Competition of Spiritual, Philosophical, and Civil Poetry and Prose 
(nomination “Prose. Small Genres”, 2021); scholarship holder of the Lithuanian 
Council of Culture (2022, 2023).

Also by Yana Vovk
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The collection of short stories in the genres of mysticism and urban fantasy, 
written by contemporary Ukrainian authors, such as:

Zimon Heides	 Alla Gutnichenko
Daria Kononenko	 Marika Gorobets
Chornyi Lebid	 Olha Sydorenko
Vira Balatska	 Vitalii Levchenko
Oleksandr Leonov	 Oksana Vanska

“What hides in the shadows, where the light of a room 
lamp does not reach? Who visits a forgotten temple, where 
no human foot has set foot for centuries? Whose voice is 
heard in the apartment in which you seemed to be alone? 
What secrets do abandoned caves hide? Is it worth playing 
with the unknown? But is everything otherworldly evil? 
Perhaps someone from there will come to our defense now. 
A collection of short stories by modern Ukrainian authors in 
the genres of mysticism and urban fantasy.”

compilers: Oleksandra Burevii and Vitalii Partitskyi

Whisper of Forgotten Legends:  
short stories FA
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Also in the series

Oleksandra Cherepan is a writer with a degree in Japanese philology. She works 
with different texts, but her favourite genre is fantasy. Her first book, “Reaper 
without a Scythe”, is published by Bohdan Publishing House as the first part of the 
trilogy. It is full of magical adventures and depicts a setting based on the Japanese 
culture. 

Does a storm leave something behind? They say that our 
islands are its trace. There has never been and will never be 
peace here, but I don’t care. I just want to survive, and no 
investigator with his suspicions can stop me. Soon he will give 
up hunting the legendary Reaper and get under the dragon’s 
tail. That’s what I thought until circumstances forced us 
to face danger side by side. And then to go in search of the 
cursed katana. And I’d rather not find out why a rabble from all 
over the empire wants it!

author: Oleksandra Cherepan
illustrator: Oleksandra Cherepan

Reaper without a Scythe
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Розділ 10

Майстер узагалі багато всякого казав, коли на нього на­

падав балакучий настрій. Трохи потім я зрозуміла, що не все 

з того варто слухати і тим більше впроваджувати у життя. 

Проте зараз я біжу та відчайдушно намагаюся згадати, що 

мудрого він радив на подібні випадки. Дуже швидко втом­

лююся від цього заняття: мені не щастить згадати нічого, 

крім якоїсь маячні про квіти сакури.

Хвіртка за мною ляскає ледь не на всю вулицю. Впира­

юся в коліна у спробі вирівняти дихання. Розігнутися назад 

усе не виходить. Ні, щось іще не так. Різко задираю голову, 

щоби побачити у моєму дворі два чудовиська. 

Потвори дивляться на мене з явною ворожістю, проте 

від свого заняття не відволікаються. Продовжують жувати 

траву. І дивитися на мене. І знову жувати. Трясця! Краєчком 

оминаю потвор, і це складно, бо ноги мої майже не гнуться. 

Врешті долаю залишки відстані до будинку та човгаю назу­

стріч тьмяному світлу. 

Картина переді мною розгортається... на сотню золотих 

атр. Я не наважуюся зайвий раз кліпнути, аби точно викар­

бувати в пам’яті кожну деталь. Це щось унікальне та цінне, 

що може більше ніколи не повторитися. Кей сидить з одного 

боку стола, Ксандер — з іншого. Обоє тримають чашки так 

безтурботно, ніби у світі більше нічого не існує. Певно, Кей 

не довелося пояснювати, які мозолі зазвичай натирають ло­

пати, і розмова склалася мирно. Так це і виглядає: тепло, 

затишно. Мені було би приємніше запам’ятати, що я теж 
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Also in the series

Oleksandra Cherepan is a writer with a degree in Japanese philology. She works 
with different texts, but her favourite genre is fantasy. Her first book, “Reaper 
without a Scythe”, was published by Bohdan Publishing House as the first part 
of the trilogy. It is full of magical adventures and depicts a setting based on the 
Japanese culture.
“The Faceless Menace” is the second part.

author: Oleksandra Cherepan
illustrator: Oleksandra Cherepan

The Faceless Menace
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Dragons are merciful! Let me learn all the unsympathetic 
hieroglyphs and find a job, is that too much to ask? It 
seems like too much for a former mercenary. By day I catch 
cockroaches for soup, and by night I kill the person I want to 
protect above all else. Again and again, the darkness does 
not leave my dreams. The darkness approaches in reality, 
people continue to disappear. It seems that nature itself has 
rebelled against us. And then the faceless shadow comes for 
my head.

117117

Розділ 8 

Мені складно сваритися з Ксандером. Люблю уявляти, 

що цього разу викажу йому все. У манері Хігати звинувачу 

в усьому, що він зробив і не зробив. Може, закричу до-

статньо голосно, щоб він осягнув глибину проблеми. Так би 

й сталося, якби було, що осягати. Ну які з ним можуть бути 

проблеми, коли він так методично згладжує кути будь-

яких конфліктів? Одразу видно, усе життя цьому вчився 

через вимушену взаємодію зі своєю великою чудовою ро-

диною. Це мені якихось менших братів чи сестер бракува-

ло, щоб копняків їм відвішувати, коли всесвіт передумає 

обертатися.
Усе, що мені залишається, — прискіпуватися до дрібниць. 

Мало хто уявляє, наскільки це непросте заняття. З кимсь 

іншим можна було б перетирати недоліки одне одного ці-

лодобово. А Ксандер? Уважно слухає. Визнає мою правоту. 

Починає використовувати рота за менш очевидним призна-

ченням, мав слушність Хігата. Тоді вже я не заперечую, 

а рутинна суперечка втрачає залишки сенсу. Нізащо б не 

подумала, що наступного разу ми ледь не посваримося через 

питання життя і смерті.

— Не схоже, що тут існує шинок чи щось на кшталт, — 

кажу я, збираючись заночувати просто під торіями.

— Не схоже, — погоджується Ксандер. — Тому попроси-

мо прихистку в когось із місцевих. Заразом матимемо нагоду 

з’ясувати, що тут коїться. 

— Не хочу, — скептично дивлюся на принишклі хатин-

ки, і навіть повторне завивання не надихає мене до них 
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Oleksandra Burevii was born in Vinnytsia, now lives in Kyiv. She writes in the 
genres of mysticism, thriller and fantasy. Hosts the “Storm of Stories” channel. 
She likes to embroider in folk techniques, programming and drawing. Teaches 
tactical medicine, collects drones, and volunteers with DonorUA.

...Between nothing and in the middle of nowhere stands an old 
stone fortress. Within its walls a Shelter, a boarding school, full 
of secrets and horrors, takes place. Cut off from the world, the 
locals live in their own reality, subject to strict rules and rituals. 
What is hiding behind the walls, making its way through the 
darkness of the night? Do ghosts really exist? Is there anything 
scarier than ghosts? Find out how many secrets of this 
mystical thriller will be revealed to you!

author: Oleksandra Burevii
illustrator: Tetiana Zuiko

The Shelter 
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Also in the series

Mari Mort is a writer, scholar, architectural designer, and a supporter of mystical 
worldviews and gothic aesthetics.
She resides in the city of Rivne, her forever home.
“I consider literature — and art in general, in all its manifestations — a form of 
magic and a justification for the existence of this imperfect world. I write about 
everything I observe and feel. It just so happens that my realism often turns out to 
be someone else’s dark fantasy.”

author: Mari Mort

The Bone Tower
 FA

N
TA

SY. YO
U

N
G

 AD
U

LT. N
EW

 AD
U

LT

“The Bone Tower” marks the first book in a trilogy.
What dangers could threaten a world inhabited by wise Seers 
and mystical races — vampires, necromancers, shapeshifters, 
and elves, each with their own unique magic? Wars have 
ignited since the dawn of time, weaved by ancient demons in 
the bloody waters of the Primordial Ocean, only to swiftly fade 
away in comparison to all eternity.
And then, a cult suddenly emerges, declaring its mission to 
eradicate anyone, down to the very last, who even remotely 
dares to use magic. Fanatic squads march through the 
princedoms, ready to kill anyone who either refuses or is 
unable to join their ranks, while most cities are slowly engulfed 
in chaos.
The Living among the Dead and the Dead among the Living, 
who dwell in the Bone Tower, are well aware: a war is coming. 
And it will turn the familiar world to dust. However, the 
necromancers are in no rush to intervene in the affairs of the 
living — at least not until the battle reaches the graveyards.
Who will have the strength to oppose the armies of fanatics, 
impervious to magic, when even the invincible Night Legions — 
the mighty vampire coven — have fallen? Can the heroes 
overcome their internal strife and unite in the face of danger? 
And, above all, to uncover the mysterious force issuing orders 
to their enemies?
The gates of the Bone Tower are open to all, beckoning readers 
on a mystical journey through a realm of magic, ancient 
legends, and epic triumphs.
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Mari Mort is a writer, scholar, architectural designer, and a supporter of mystical 
worldviews and gothic aesthetics.
She resides in the city of Rivne, her forever home.
“I consider literature — and art in general, in all its manifestations — a form of 
magic and a justification for the existence of this imperfect world. I write about 
everything I observe and feel. It just so happens that my realism often turns out to 
be someone else’s dark fantasy.”

author: Mari Mort

The Guardian of the Black Gates
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The war goes on — the enemy, who’s out to destroy all mystical 
creatures and people with magical talents, is getting ready to 
strike again. Even though everyone knows that these fanatics 
are possessed by some ancient demon and follow its orders, 
no one really knows which principality they’ll attack this winter.
The supreme necromancers, Vsetlin and Moriarna, are 
preparing to join the battle soon — but what will be the price of 
using their artefacts, which have been kept at the bottom of 
the bottomless atrium of the Bone Tower for the sake of world 
safety?
Meanwhile, the demonic ancestor of vampires seeks to revive 
the destroyed Legions of Night, the Therians hunt their enemies 
in the frozen swamps, the Vidai find new ways to restore the 
lost selves of fanatics, and the forest people try to defend their 
interests, balancing between intrigues and alliances... And the 
Guardian of the Black Gates carefully watches who is worthy 
to walk the streets of the magical city and who is not. And 
woe to the enemies who are nearby when he, consumed by 
bloodlust, rises from the cursed stone.

Also in the series
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Uliana Dadak is a Ukrainian author from the Lviv region who loves to create magical 
worlds and populate them with heroes. She graduated from LNU named after 
Ivan Franko, majoring in “Ecology and balanced nature management”. She is fond 
of archery, historical reenactments, and fire shows — all these hobbies help her 
to find inspiration for her books. She considers reading books in the evening to be 
the perfect end to the day. Her short story “Captivity, Revenge, Will” was included 
in the collection of fantasy prose of the “Al More” project, and in December 2022, 
the work “The Search of Dreamers” was included in the collection of detective 
stories “It Happened at Christmas”. She is also the author of the series “Lords of 
the Elements”, the first book of which will be published in 2024.

Dreva and Orest are two opposites of the same reality. 
Their meeting will shatter others’ plans and erase the line 
between good and evil. As devils join the fight, and the ancient 
foundations of magical Lviv crumble behind them, these two 
will have to unite and fight for their own future.

The novel “Beyond Reality” is a story in the genre of urban 
fantasy. The events take place in Ukraine in 2018. The work 
depicts the relationships between the characters, their 
problems and aspirations. Although the magical world in the 
book is fictional, this story is inspired by Ukrainian traditions 
and ancient beliefs.

author: Uliana Dadak

Beyond Reality
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Mariana Bekalo is a journalist and creative copywriter. Researches the history 
of European cities.  Raises an imaginary cat named Joseph Kazymyr I. Travels. 
Reads. 
Professionally loves Lviv with all its legends, ghosts, joys, pains, and eternal coffee 
charm. She is convinced that every city has its own Master or Mistress — eternal, 
unique, colorful. Century after century, they wage war against time for every 
townhouse and every story. Sometimes they may even appear for a moment or 
two. But only if you open your heart to the city and tire your feet by walking a 
dozen kilometers. About this and more — in “Dead Water of the Living City”.

author: Mariana Bekalo

Dead Water of the Living City
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Every city has its own master. The ruler of Lviv suddenly 
disappears, and the next day the city is struck by a strange 
disease of forgetfulness. Someone begins to deal with local 
enchantresses, and black riders are seen on the streets. The 
peace is disturbed not only among the living but also among 
the dead.

Yana, a human girl, dreams of opening her own detective 
agency and living a life full of adventure. When she rescues a 
talkative cat named Joseph Kazymyr I on the street, she has 
no idea that there will soon come times when dreams become 
dangerous realities.

Now Yana, Joseph Kazymyr I, the witch Agnieszka, and the 
long-dead Ivan Franko must join their forces to save Lviv. 
Because the city and its people are approaching their darkest 
night.
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Anastasiia Hetmanska is a winner and prize-winner of fantastic story 
contests from the literary association “Zoriana Fortetsia” and the science 
fiction almanac “RBJ Azimut”. The author’s works have been published 
in a number of collection and collaborative projects, including “Tavern 
at the Crossroads of Worlds,” “Agency ‘Independence’”, “Through Water 
and Fire”, “Horror from the Depths”, “Degrees of Freedom”, and others.   
Originally from Lviv, currently living in Kyiv. Holds degrees in philology 
and economics. Writes in various fantasy subgenres but prefers fantasy.   
The novel “The Gift of the Six” — the first book in the “The Granar Destroyer” 
series — became one of the winners of the “Contemporary Ukrainian Literature” 
competition organised by Bohdan Publishing House.

author: Anastasiia Hetmanska
illustrator: Maryna Sokolian

The Gift of the Six
 FA

N
TA

SY. YO
U

N
G

 AD
U

LT. N
EW

 AD
U

LT

For nearly two centuries, the kingdoms of Granar and 
Fidera upheld an agreement meant to prevent the rise of 
destroyers  — sorcerers with destructive magical power. But 
the pact is broken when a young gemstone seeker named 
Barv encounters an unusual girl, Voloshka, in the forest.
Seven years later, an ancient spell awakens, one that could 
grant a tremendous military advantage to either kingdom. The 
fragile peace is under threat. To save Granar from war, Voloshka 
and Barv set out in response to the call of the spell into the 
dangerous Forgotten Lands — a realm of enchantments and 
deadly creatures. Along the way, they are joined by a charming 
spy, a battle-hardened soldier, an eccentric wizard, and a 
shaggy burindukh — though only the loyalty of the last can 
truly be trusted.
Meanwhile, young King Tur must make a fateful decision on 
which the destiny of all Granar depends…
“The Gift of the Six” is the first book in Anastasiia Hetmanska’s 
captivating fantasy cycle “The Granar Destroyer”.
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хто виживе. Правду кажу, щуряко? — осяйна усмішка 

капітана була однозначно щиріша за Барвову.

Сказати, що хлопець був шокований  — нічого не 

сказати. Капітан завжди вирізнявся з-поміж інших від-

відувачів крамниці  — але щоб чаклун… І як так ста-

лося, що ніхто не знав про це? Напевно, він давно ві-

дійшов від чаклунських справ. Цікаво, чому і як дядько 

переконав його приєднатися.

— Ви ж провидець, правильно? — вочевидь, Еріку, 

як і Барва, попередили, яку силу матиме чаклун. — Хіба 

ви не повинні були перевірити нас, перш ніж підпускати 

до дівчини?
— Ох, маєш слушність, ящірко. Наша підопічна не 

втрималась і вибігла першою, — пан Марк із докором 

глянув на нищівницю, яка зосереджено чухала бурин-

духа. — Молодь, що тут скажеш.

Барв чув, як дівчат кликали кицями, пташками 

чи навіть квітками. Але ящіркою — уперше. Хоча це не 

найдивніше, чого можна очікувати від пана Марка.

— Я думала, ви заснули на тому дереві, — відізвалася 

Волошка.
— Могло й так бути,  — провидець, смачно позі-

хнувши, підійшов до Огена.  — Але я справді обіцяв 

своєму другові поставити вам кілька запитань. Почнемо 

з тебе, сержанте. Дай-но мені свою руку та дозволь гля-

нути у твої сірі очі. Колір сталі. Подивимося, що вони 

розкажуть, — чаклун підняв перед собою напівзігнуту 

руку долонею до армійця.

— Це обов’язково?  — питаючи, Оген дивився на 

Еріку. Вона знизала плечима, але кивнула.

Армієць рішуче підняв руку, і дві долоні зустрілись, 

а пальці зчепились у міцному замку.
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author: Kseniia Tsyhanchuk

On the Other Side of Memory
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What would happen if the memory of our ancestors was 
passed on to us? The so-called genetic memory. Can a 
person cope with this? What would you do if you found out 
that fairy tales are actually real events that describe a cruel 
initiation rite? Would you still read this to your children? Five 
friends end up on a farm with only a few residents and all of 
them are extremely superstitious. One of them mysteriously 
dies, and the deaths only increase. Could a book of fairy tales 
be somehow connected with this? The friends take up the 
investigation.

About the Author

Kseniia Tsyhanchuk is an author of detectives and thrillers, a laureate of the 
International Literary Competition “Coronation of the Word”. To write her police 
detectives, she went on calls with patrol officers, and also consulted with 
investigators and forensic experts.
Among her books are the thriller “When Darkness Comes”, the horror “On the 
Other Side of Memory”, the police detectives “Bloody Traces”, “The Killer from 
the Dungeon”, “Rubik’s Cube”, “The Right to Kill”, “Ghosts Among Us”” “Irrefutable 
Evidence”, “Between Life and Death”, “Murder by Carelessness” and the non-series 
detective “Who Killed You?”.
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The name of Alfred Redl, a native of Lviv and a colonel of the 
Austro-Hungarian General Staff, is known around the world 
through the dark legacy of betrayal and scandal. His story 
has inspired five feature films and several historical works. 
In this novel, the author moves beyond the familiar clichés 
surrounding Redl and portrays him against the backdrop of 
the turbulent events that led to the outbreak of World War I. 
The story pays special attention not only to the honor and 
moral values of those he served and betrayed, but also to 
the shameful methods used by those who pushed him 
toward treason. Redl climbed six steps toward the career 
of his dreams — from lieutenant to colonel. But on the path 
of betrayal, he descended fourteen steps into the abyss. 
Why fourteen?
Because that was the exact number of steps in his childhood 
home in Lviv, on Shevchenko Street, 13 — steps that became a 
haunting symbol of the spiral of his life, ambition, and ultimate 
betrayal.

About the Author

Oleh Klymenko (born 1951) is a сandidate of Sciences. Graduated from Ivan 
Franko National University of Lviv, specializing in historical sciences. His novel 
“There, beyond the River Zbruch” was awarded B. Lepkyi literary prize.

Also by Oleh Klymenko
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Oleksandra Shutko (born 1979) is a writer, art critic, researcher of the Ottoman 
Empire’s history. The author of the popular science book “Roksolana: Myths and 
Reality”, that was also published in Turkish in the prestigious academic publishing 
house of Turkey “Kitap Yayınevi” under the title “Hürrem Sultan”. Among her 
fiction books — “Hatice Turhan”, a novel in three volumes dedicated to the Sultan-
Ukrainian who actually ruled the Ottoman Empire, being the regent of her young 
son — Sultan Mehmed IV.

The second volume of the novel is devoted to events in the 
life of the young Osman II during the early years of his reign. 
It recounts the palace intrigues and the struggle among the 
officials for influence over the inexperienced sultan, who 
harbored serious political and military ambitions. What role 
did Osman II’s beloved wife, the Ukrainian Meleksima, play in 
the midst of these events? And how did the powerful women 
Kösem and Halime, who had brought down Valide Mahfiruz, 
feel in the Old Palace? All of this is recounted in the second 
book of the novel.
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The author — a historian by education and a writer by inclination — invites the 
reader to immerse themselves in the incredible twists and turns of 18th-century 
European history, as depicted in the pages of this book.

author: Oleksii Komarovskyi

Not Holy Sophia
H

ISTO
RIC

A
L FIC

TIO
N

 

“Not Holy Sophia” tells the story of an extraordinary woman 
who, from her youth, refused to accept the role assigned 
to her, and who, thanks to her own intelligence, beauty and 
a series of incredible twists of fate, managed to rise from 
the very bottom of society to the highest echelons of the 
aristocratic hierarchy of her era. She was a subject of three 
monarchs, the wife of two counts and the mistress of many 
prominent men of the late 18th and early 19th centuries, 
yet she always acted according to her own judgement.  
Alongside her in the novel appear her two best friends — 
Mr.  Ignacy and Mr. Tadeusz — a Ukrainian and a Pole, an 
Orthodox Christian and a Catholic, a commoner and a 
nobleman. They are like D’Artagnan and Casanova in the 
service of the Polish crown, a sort of James Bond of the 
gallant age, warriors, adventurers, duellists, gamblers and 
womanisers, and at the same time — fearless international 
agents of the last Polish king, Stanisław August Poniatowski, 
who symbolically named them the claws of the White Eagle — 
the heraldic symbol of Poland. 
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Nataliia Melnyk is a debut writer, an economist by education and a marketer by 
profession. She was born, lives and works in Ivano-Frankivsk. She is the winner of 
the 5th Hryhor Tiutiunnyk All-Ukrainian Competition. She writes poetry, organises 
literary marathons and is passionate about Ukrainian literature.

The events of the novel “The Thirst for Freedom” begin in 1938 
with a young girl’s desire to open her own women’s clothing 
atelier in the centre of Lviv. Nusia is ambitious, self-confident, 
and focused on her own goals. She would certainly achieve 
them. Especially at the turn of the century, when the world 
around her offered many opportunities, especially for women.  
But the war ruined all her plans. What choice should the girl 
make: to escape from war-torn Europe or to accept the new 
order? Nusia, like so many girls of that time who have been 
left nameless in history, chooses the third way — to fight in the 
ranks of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army. Because the thirst for 
freedom is stronger than anything else. 
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Yuliana Nesterovych was born in the town of Husiatyn in the Ternopil region.
She writes poetry and prose, and is a postgraduate student at the Ternopil National 
Pedagogical University.
“The Tale of the Red Snake” is the author’s debut novel, which in 2022 received a 
special award at the International Literary Competition “Coronation of the Word” 
from the Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv for the best patriotic work.

Natalia is a young rural teacher from Poltava region, who, 
along with her sister, was sent to teach in one of the villages of 
Galicia after the World War II. She has a curious and intelligent 
son, Mykhas, who, like most boys of his age, is mischievous. 
Despite his young age, Mykhailo often asks his mother grown-
up questions the answers to which are dangerous to seek 
in a totalitarian state: why are collective farm workers so 
impoverished, why Uncle Stefan’s neighbour was imprisoned, 
why is Moscow the ‘elder sister’ of Kyiv, who are ‘bourgeois 
nationalists’, why can you no longer believe in God. But Mykhas 
has no idea about an incredible secret hidden in the house of 
the so-called ‘enemies of the people’, where he and his mother 
live.
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Empire’s history. The author of the popular science book “Roksolana: Myths and 
Reality”, that was also published in Turkish in the prestigious academic publishing 
house of Turkey “Kitap Yayınevi” under the title “Hürrem Sultan”. Among her 
fiction books — “Hatice Turhan”, a novel in three volumes dedicated to the Sultan-
Ukrainian who actually ruled the Ottoman Empire, being the regent of her young 
son — Sultan Mehmed IV.

The novel takes place in the late fifteenth century in Ottoman 
Kafa (now Feodosia), in the Crimea. Sultan Bayezid II sent his 
youngest son, Shehzade Mehmed, as governor to establish 
diplomatic relations with the Muscovites. The Crimean khan 
Mengli Giray took advantage of this situation. In an attempt 
to gain independence from the Ottoman sultan, he brought 
Shehzade Mehmed closer to him, making him his son-in-law. 
Soon Shehzade Mehmed began to contradict his father and 
brought trouble on himself... At the age of fifteen, the future 
Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent became the next governor 
of Kafa.
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Oleksandra Shutko (born 1979) is a writer, art critic, researcher of the Ottoman 
Empire’s history. The author of the popular science book “Roksolana: Myths and 
Reality”, that was also published in Turkish in the prestigious academic publishing 
house of Turkey “Kitap Yayınevi” under the title “Hürrem Sultan”. Among her 
fiction books — “Hatice Turhan”, a novel in three volumes dedicated to the Sultan-
Ukrainian who actually ruled the Ottoman Empire, being the regent of her young 
son — Sultan Mehmed IV.

The novel is about the struggle for the throne of Suleiman’s 
father (future Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent) — Shehzade 
Selim, who fought with his older brothers. And here the Crimea 
also played a huge role. After all, the local khan Mengli Giray, 
as in the case of Shehzade Mehmed, made his brother Selim 
his son-in-law. How did this affect the course of events? And 
did Hafsa — Suleiman’s mother — support this decision? The 
answers to these questions are on the pages of the book.
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Oleksandra Shutko (born 1979) is a writer, art critic, researcher of the Ottoman 
Empire’s history. The author of the popular science book “Roksolana: Myths and 
Reality”, that was also published in Turkish in the prestigious academic publishing 
house of Turkey “Kitap Yayınevi” under the title “Hürrem Sultan”. Among her 
fiction books — “Hatice Turhan”, a novel in three volumes dedicated to the Sultan-
Ukrainian who actually ruled the Ottoman Empire, being the regent of her young 
son — Sultan Mehmed IV.

Osman III, the son of the Ukrainian sultan Shekhsuvar (Maria) 
ascended the throne at the age of 55. During his short reign 
(1754–1757), a number of suspicious deaths occurred in the 
harem. The loudest was the loss of the heir to the throne — 
42-year-old Mehmed. The janissaries also heard about this 
murder. Accusing the sultan, they almost raised an uprising 
in Istanbul. Osman III himself lived in fear of becoming the 
next victim of a mysterious murderer. Who was the palace 
murderer?  The chief eunuch of the harem found the answer 
to this question. 
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The most famous works: “Amnesty for the Hacker”, “Dead Flowers”, “Rejected by 
God”.

The beginning of the 16th century. Tatars kidnap two boys 
from a Podil village. After years of wandering, one of them finds 
himself in the Netherlands under the rule of Emperor Charles V, 
where he asserts himself as a navigator, artist and warrior. 
The other lives high under the leader of the Mediterranean 
pirates, who serves the Turkish Sultan Suleiman I. The fierce 
confrontation between the two empires destroys the dreams 
of these two young men and directs both to the most famous 
sea battle of the era, where, having lost everything, they receive 
the illusory hope of returning home... 
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Sketches for a Creative Portrait” and “Millennium of Volyn Literature”.

Autumn of 1920. The Soviet-Polish war is winding down in 
Volyn, but diphtheria, a deadly disease that primarily affects 
children, is raging. The heroes of this film story, both Ukrainians 
and Poles, are struggling to deliver anti-diphtheria serum to 
villages near the demarcation line. However, this is far from 
an easy task. “Volyn: 1920” is the author’s variation of the 
screenplay “Famine”, which received a special award for Best 
Historical and Patriotic Work at the International “Coronation 
of the Word” competition in 2021.
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Hryhorii Yaremenko is a philologist, translator, and teacher. He is a graduate of Kyiv 
Linguistic University and holds a PhD in Pedagogy. He was an associate professor 
at Kryvyi Rih National University, head of the Department of Foreign Languages; a 
professor at the Institute of Foreign Languages of the US Department of Defence.
He lives in San Antonio, Texas, USA.
In 1992, his first collection of poems was published.
“Prayer for Ukraine” is the first prose work by Hryhorii Yaremenko.

A high school administrator from the former USSR — a country 
of militant atheism — buys a cathedral for the Orthodox Church. 
The traitor, who brought the Ukrainian patriots, that considered 
him their friend, to the execution, is recognized as a hero and 
a scientist. In Ukraine, Moscow’s vassals fight with fighters for 
the independence of the state, and in the churches of North 
and South America prayers for Ukraine are heard every Sunday. 
The novel by Hryhorii Yaremenko tells us about all these and 
many other, at first glance surreal events, such as friendship 
and love that are stronger than time and circumstances, the 
search for truth in the darkness of delusion, a picnic that took 
place fifty years after an invitation to it.
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Valentyn Terletskyi is a Ukrainian writer, poet, literary critic, journalist, TV 
presenter, musician, leader of the rock band Decadence, singer, composer, actor, 
and director. He is the author of thirteen published books, including four poetry 
collections and nine novels. Almost all of his works have won various national 
and international literary competitions. He is also the co-author of several award-
winning TV documentaries. He is the author and presenter of the unique TV 
projects “Cossack Victory” and “Angels of Victory”, as well as the author of the 
blog “Cossack Apocrypha”. He wrote, directed, and performed in the musical and 
poetic monologue “You Hear My Torches!” based on his poetry collection “The Fifth 
Season”, and also created the audiovisual project “Poems in the Radio House”. 
Valentyn Terletskyi is the art director of the Horse Theatre “Zaporizhia Cossacks” 
on Khortytsia Island in Zaporizhzhia. 
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“The Book of Power” is a series of novels by Valentyn Terletskyi 
about the sources of power. The fiction study of the legends 
and phenomenon of the Ukrainian Cossacks from its inception 
to the present is based exclusively on real events, little-
known facts and numerous mysteries. An intense plot, heart-
breaking adventures, iconic figures, so far unsolved secrets of 
Zaporizhian Cossacks — all this creates a completely new look 
at the past of Ukrainian knights, gives unexpected answers 
to the painful questions of the present, leads to a rethinking 
of Ukrainian history and helps to believe in the future of our 
people. The first three novels in the series are “The Book of 
Power. Freedom”; “The Book of Power. Faith”; “The Book of 
Power. State”.

34

— Та різний люд... Більше посполиті1, міщани, бояри, дрібна шляхта. 

І всі називають себе козаками. Спочатку таких охочих було не так багато, 

як тепер — боялися татарви. Але ми з панами прикордонними старостами 

за ці роки трішки поганяли кочівників у їхніх же полях. Так що тепер та-

тари теж остерігаються виганяти далеко на пасовища своїх овець і рогату 

худобу, як було раніше. А на Самару й зовсім вже не виганяють. Наш спо-

сіб боротьби з кримчаками та ногайцями2 виявився дієвим. Ми першими 

робимо несподівані наскоки на їхні улуси, давимо кочівників у їхніх же 

лігвах, аби менше їх потім на Русь потикалося.

— Дивіться! З півночі суне великий кінний загін! — крикнув раптом 

дозорець.
Пріттвітц наказав своїм людям розділитися на дві рівні частини. 

Перша, на чолі з самим барським старостою, залишилася на кургані. 

Лучники приготували сагайдаки і списи до бою. Друга частина на чолі 

з володимирським старостою Федором Сангушком і черкаським та ка-

нівським старостою Андрієм Пронським заховалася в глибокому яру, що 

навпіл розколював степ одразу за курганом. Вони спішилися та почали 

ладнати самопали і гаківниці3 до можливої сутички з ворогом. Дмитро 

Вишневецький залишився поруч із Пріттвітцем і теж перевірив свій лук, 

бо з дитинства був вправним лучником.

Коли кіннота з півночі наблизилася так, що стало видно їхні хоругви, 

дозорець підняв руку і крикнув німцеві:

— Це не татари! Мабуть, козаки!

Загін, що чисельністю приблизно дорівнював об’єднаному війську трьох 

прикордонних старост, зупинився на відстані польоту стріли. Від нього 

відділилося кілька вершників, які неквапом під’їхали до кургану. І хоча 

більшість цих кіннотників зовні була дуже подібною до татар, у Пріттвітца 

не виникло жодного сумніву, що це українці. За їхньою поведінкою і ма-

нерою триматися він одразу зрозумів — перед ними козаки, імовірніше, 

збірний охочий загін, з тих, що постійно збираються у прикордонних містах 

задля ходіння в Поле за «бутинками»4.

1 Назва селян у Королівстві Польському та ВКЛ.

2 Кримські та ногайські татарські орди, що займали територію північного Причорномор’я 

від Дона до Бессарабії.
3 Са мопа ли — загальна назва ручної вогнепальної зброї. Га к івниця — довга 

і важка рушниця великого калібру, з гаком на прикладі для кріплення за землю 

або за фортечну стіну.
4 Бу тинки — військова здобич.
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and director. He is the author of thirteen published books, including four poetry 
collections and nine novels. Almost all of his works have won various national 
and international literary competitions. He is also the co-author of several award-
winning TV documentaries. He is the author and presenter of the unique TV 
projects “Cossack Victory” and “Angels of Victory”, as well as the author of the 
blog “Cossack Apocrypha”. He wrote, directed, and performed in the musical and 
poetic monologue “You Hear My Torches!” based on his poetry collection “The Fifth 
Season”, and also created the audiovisual project “Poems in the Radio House”. 
Valentyn Terletskyi is the art director of the Horse Theatre “Zaporizhia Cossacks” 
on Khortytsia Island in Zaporizhzhia. 
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In the first half of the 17th century, the power, influence and 
glory of the Zaporozhian Lower Army reached its greatest 
scale — the Zaporozhians single-handedly ruled the Black Sea, 
the Cossack infantry was considered the strongest in Europe, 
the Cossacks were recruited into their service by the most 
powerful rulers of the then Old World, the most prominent 
commanders sought an alliance with the Cossacks, because 
almost continuous military conflicts raged on the continent. 
The mysterious scribe Oleksii Popovich keeps the secret of 
Cossack strength and invincibility, with the help of his mystical 
“book of power” he can predict the future, together with the 
Cossack characters he accumulates extraordinary secret 
knowledge, which is why a deadly hunt is underway for him. 
All the heroes, events, and phenomena described in the Book 
are real. On the pages of the book, the author offers his own 
hypotheses for the development of many events, which border 
on real historical discoveries.

з бойових кораблів Ліги християнської міліції, які я закінчив будувати 

в Амстердамі. Або й навіть посаду адмірала флоту Ліги. Ваші знання 

та вміння знадобляться для майбутніх перемог над османами на морі. А ще 

більше — ваші особливі, таємні знання! Я вже встиг поспілкуватися де 

з ким з вашої команди і почув, що ви — справжній козацький характер-

ник, якого куля не бере, який у вогні не горить і в воді не тоне. Саме такі 

рицарі потрібні нашому ордену! Грошей, людей, зброї та почестей вам 

не бракуватиме, обіцяю.

— Дякую вам, пане, за добрі слова і за таку спокусливу пропозицію. 

Але що козакові треба: степу, хліба й неба! А ще у нас кажуть — краще 

хліб та солома, аби вдома. Проте ані я особисто, ані мої побратими, ані все 

славне Військо Запорозьке не відмовляємося й надалі бити всіх ворогів 

віри нашої — чи то самотужки, а чи в союзі з іншим воїнством христовим. 

На все має бути воля Коша та усього товариства низового. А я — лише 

його мала частка, та й то — під Богом.

Сулима перехрестився на ікони та вклонився герцогу й священнику. 

Коли він пішов, вони ще довго мовчки дивилися йому вслід. Художник 

Доменікіно незворушно повернувся до розпису стін.

...як цвіт первий у Великому Лузі розпушився, козаци младії у густу 

гербу вкладаються лицем до неба і так лежать подолгу, аби сили од 

землі набратися. Альбо рано, як толіко денниця засвітить, опослє 

купання в річці чи в озері вони мокрії заходять в квітучі луги, жеби 

роса та пил ув скуру просочувалася. Та ходять босії, де пшениця, жито 

і овес росте, бо своя стерня не коле, а лише гартує. Старії пластуни 

тії трави пахучі, полин, материнку, оману, тархун, зривають і су-

шать на сонці, донелі оная герба у порох перелицюється. Тойді сей 

порох засипають ув капшук та повсякчас носять з собою, аби до їдла 

щодень додавати. І се недугу ріжну одганяє та пострах пред вразі 

лютії притлумляє... 

Also in the series
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many know him as a journalist, photographer and talented artist. As a painter, 
he painted about six thousand paintings, organized 15 personal exhibitions 
in Ukraine and abroad. In Ivano-Frankivsk, he founded the public organization 
“Artistic Brotherhood”, which united dozens of creative people.
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The events of the novel take place in the middle of the 20th 
century in Halychyna during the tense years of historical 
perturbations, when the occupiers quickly replaced 
each other, each time calling themselves “liberators”. 
At the centre of the work is the story of several families whose 
destinies are closely intertwined. Love and hatred, loyalty and 
betrayal, nobility and treachery go hand in hand. German 
captivity, Stalinist camps, escape from exile — all this had 
to be experienced by the main characters, who, ultimately 
overcoming the vagaries of fate, found their happiness. 
The plot of the novel is built on real facts and events.
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Oleksandra Shutko (born 1979) is a writer, art critic, researcher of the Ottoman 
Empire’s history. The author of the popular science book “Roksolana: Myths and 
Reality”, that was also published in Turkish in the prestigious academic publishing 
house of Turkey “Kitap Yayınevi” under the title “Hürrem Sultan”. Among her 
fiction books — “Hatice Turhan”, a novel in three volumes dedicated to the Sultan-
Ukrainian who actually ruled the Ottoman Empire, being the regent of her young 
son — Sultan Mehmed IV.

Sultan Osman II (reigned 1618–1622) is known in Ukraine 
thanks to the Khotyn War, in which he did not win a convincing 
victory over the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. And the 
Ukrainian Cossacks played an important role in this. Despite 
this, the passionate love of this sultan, who ascended the 
throne at the age of 14, was precisely the Ukrainian captive 
Meleksima. On the way to reunification with her, Osman II 
experienced many sad events — the premature deaths of his 
parents — Sultan Ahmed and his mother — Valide Mahfiruz, 
a change in the terms of succession in the Ottoman Empire, 
which briefly deprived him of the right to power, and, in the end, 
his dream of ascending the throne, which turned into a tragedy. 
The events of the first book of the novel took place during 
the lives of the most powerful heroines in Ottoman history 
during the era of the “Women’s Sultanate” — Safiye, Halime 
and Kösem, who were involved in palace conspiracies and 
intrigues. All this was reflected in the fate of Osman II and his 
beloved Meleksima.

author: Oleksandra Shutko
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Olesia Maksymets is a teacher by training and a writer by inclination. She was born 
in the historic town of Berestechko, which bears witness to the struggle of several 
generations of Ukrainians for freedom and a better future. She now lives in Lutsk. 
Her debut novel, “The Shield from the Sky”, is also based on real events.
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The curse has been taking the lives of Baba Fekla’s 
descendants ever since World War II. When the Jews were 
being exterminated, the chemist Moisha brought her a jug 
of gold to hide. After Stalin’s death, he travelled to Lutsk from 
Israel, but the woman refused to hand over the gold, for which 
Moisha cursed Fekla and her family. In 2010, Vitalii and Vira’s 
mother blames an ancient curse for her children’s unhappy 
love lives. She travels to holy sites in Italy and Greece, praying 
to Saints Nicholas and Spyridon. Love stories, amusing 
incidents, monks’ reflections and a strange dream in which 
Vitalii dreams of his great-grandmother Fekla — all this awaits 
you on the pages of the book “Look at the Stars More Often”, 
based on real events.
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Maksym, a journalist on a business trip to Kyiv, finds a strange 
mobile phone on the train and starts receiving equally strange 
messages on it. Trying to uncover their origin and sender, the 
young man becomes entangled in an adventure involving 
century-old secrets, Petliura, the secret services, hiding places 
with clues and keys, and danger. However, the information 
he finally receives seems so astonishing that it is difficult to 
believe.

About the Author

Mykhailo Chornopyskyi is a journalist, writer, and columnist. He lives and works 
in Vinnytsia. He graduated from the Mykhailo Dragomanov National University. 
He is a certified editor. He was a finalist in the “Coronation of the Word 2024” 
competition with his play “The Last Day.” In 2026, his debut novel, “A Century of 
Secrets,” written in an action-adventure style, was published.
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A haunting story about guilt, loss, and the search for identity. 
Can the mistakes of youth shape an entire life? Can one death 
change the way we see ourselves and the world around us? 
Why do some people break under tragedy, while others find 
the strength to move on?
The novel follows a man whose childhood began during 
the collapse of the Soviet Union and whose coming of age 
unfolded alongside the difficult birth of independent Ukraine. 
Trying to escape the chaos of society and focus only on his 
own life, he slowly realizes a painful truth: every choice we 
make affects the people beside us, and we are responsible for 
them.
Step by step, he begins to ask himself the questions he avoided 
for years: “Who am I? And what legacy will I leave to my children?” 
A deeply emotional novel about memory, responsibility, and 
the generations shaped by history.

Also by Olha Donechchanka

About the Author

Olha Donechchanka was born in the city of Kramatorsk. However she became a 
writer in the Lviv region, where her family moved at the start of the war in 2014. Her 
encounters with defenders and the tragic experience of personal loss inspired her 
to write. She began writing songs and prose in 2020. Today, she is the author of 
more than seventy songs, several novels and novellas. Her works include six books, 
publications in the NSPU journal “Dzvyn”, collective anthologies and almanacs, 
and awards in literary and artistic competitions. Olha Donechchanka is a member 
of the National Union of Writers and the Forum of Military Writers. Currently, in 
addition to her literary work, she is involved in patriotic and educational activities 
among young people and children and is actively engaged in volunteering: she 
donates proceeds from book sales to the Armed Forces of Ukraine, weaves 
camouflage nets and takes part in charity fairs and concerts.
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Olha Donechchanka was born in the city of Kramatorsk. However she became a 
writer in the Lviv region, where her family moved at the start of the war in 2014. Her 
encounters with defenders and the tragic experience of personal loss inspired her 
to write. She began writing songs and prose in 2020. Today, she is the author of 
more than seventy songs, several novels and novellas. Her works include six books, 
publications in the NSPU journal “Dzvyn”, collective anthologies and almanacs, 
and awards in literary and artistic competitions. Olha Donechchanka is a member 
of the National Union of Writers and the Forum of Military Writers. Currently, in 
addition to her literary work, she is involved in patriotic and educational activities 
among young people and children and is actively engaged in volunteering: she 
donates proceeds from book sales to the Armed Forces of Ukraine, weaves 
camouflage nets and takes part in charity fairs and concerts.
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Set against the backdrop of real events in recent decades, 
the novel explores a world in which reality is increasingly 
distorted in the minds of ordinary Russians. These destructive 
processes have not spared ethnic Ukrainians either, including 
the family of the protagonist.
Liliana must endure childhood fears fuelled by imagination, 
the cruelty of teenage bullying, as well as love and betrayal, 
before a deep-rooted ancestral memory awakens within her. 
Through it, she discovers extraordinary abilities inherited from 
her forebears. Her transformation is hastened by ominous 
phone calls and a series of mysterious events unfolding 
around her. All the while, from within a portrait, the eyes of the 
Mysterious Lady watch her change.

Also by Olha Donechchanka
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Oleksiy Dekan is a Ukrainian science fiction writer from Kharkiv. Professionally 
a designer. Translator, screenwriter, volunteer. Writes books in Ukrainian and 
English. Winner of several literary competitions. 
The author works in various literary genres such as thriller, mysticism, science 
fiction, fantasy, detective.  From Oleksiy’s pen came the science fiction novels 
“Roots of the Universe”, “Alphabet for Android”, “Project Kinesis”, the fantasy 
cycle “Nurlin”, the collection “Silence”, the mashup bestseller “Kaydash Family 
vs. Zombies” and its sequel “Kaydash Family vs. Vampires”. Co-author of “Don’t 
Touch, It’s for the Holidays!” and other collections.
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This collection weaves together ancient and Christian 
imagery, reality and fantasy, angels and robots, the present 
and the past, the here and now and the future, the voices of 
the living and the dead, pain and hope. The author candidly 
shares his pain—as a Ukrainian, as a son, and as a father.  
“Personal Silence” is about the victory of light over darkness. 
About boundless faith in the Higher Powers and our Armed 
Forces. About courage and resilience.

Also by Oleksiy Dekan
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Oles Ilchenko is a Ukrainian poet, prose writer, screenwriter and painter. He is the 
author of 37 books for children and adults, as well as numerous publications in 
the press on cultural topics. He writes prose, poetry and screenplays, and has 
been a professional painter since 2012. His poetry has been translated in Serbia, 
the USA, Lithuania, Germany and the UK.
For many years, he worked as a journalist and editor at the “1+1” television channel. 
He is a member of the Association of Ukrainian Writers, the National Union of 
Journalists of Ukraine and the National Union of Writers of Ukraine, a winner of 
the “Teletriumph” television award, and the winner of the “Best Book of the Year – 
2010” competition.
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Oles Ilchenko’s short stories are touching tales of everyday life, 
blending elements of the mystical, adventure and horror, and 
sometimes simply a touch of magic — the sort of thing that 
has happened and continues to happen to people throughout 
the ages and across every continent, for such is human nature.
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This story tells us about 36 apartments in a high rise building that was destroyed 
by a Russian missile. 36 authors talk about a house, similar to which there are so 
many throughout Ukraine.

People live nearby... Everyone has their destiny. And only death 
is the same for everyone. Life goes on, there is a place for joy 
in it even in hellish times. And a person hopes, plans, dreams... 
But suddenly this life is interrupted by an enemy missile; 
the peaceful life of a peaceful person far from the front line.  
The life of a little girl, a young man, a young mother, an old 
man... 
Grandparents and grandchildren, parents and children, cats 
and dogs — everyone who lives in the house suddenly ceases 
to exist... 
We have no right to forget this. This is a Requiem for all those 
affected by the war. 
For a wide range of readers.

authors: Elina Zarzhytska and others
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55

М А Р И Л Ь Ч И Н А  О С Е Л Я

Він гордо стояв на пагорбі. З цього місця добре бачив міс-

цевість навкруги. На сході блищала велика вода, виднілися 

далекі мости, і сонячними ранками він спостерігав, як небо 

відбивається у воді. На заході бачив обриси заводської спо-

руди й широкі вулиці міста, забудовані п’ятиповерхівками, 

які зневажав: місця займають багато, а квартир у них об-

маль. І вигляд мають убогий. Хоча вони були не набагато 

старші від нього, він уважав себе молодим, але… Тополі, що 

висадили у дворі, величезні й товстезні, бо років минуло 

вже чимало. Майже два покоління дітей виросли і встигли 

постаріти, а скільки нових людей він перебачив у своєму 

житті! І для всіх був рідним домом.

Він стояв на пагорбі, наче велетень, який розправив 

крила, обіймаючи простір над великою рікою, й очі-вікна 

верхніх поверхів першими зустрічали сонячні промені. 

Сонце підіймалось, і згодом перші поверхи радо зустрічали 

його. А ввечері західні вікна золотилися, проводжаючи день.
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КВАРТИРА № 108.  С О Л О М І Й Ч И Н  П Р И Т У Л О К
Соломія прокидалася раніше від усіх, щоб нагодувати своїх 

улюбленців. Схрестивши руки на грудях, цього разу завмерла 
посеред кімнати. Сріблястий жмутик вибився з-під русяво-
го волосся, розсіявшись дощиком над розгонистими бровами. 
Широко розплющені карі очі вдивлялись у вікно.Раптом рвонуло так, що вилетіла шибка. Соломія інстинк-
тивно відсахнулася. Під ноги сипонули скляні друзки. За-
ревіла запізніла тривожно-набридлива сирена. Під ноги 
кинувся рудий кіт Персик. З ліжка стрілою злетіли сіра Цу-
керочка та ряба Сіма й пірнули під шафу. А біла, як молоко, 
Сніжана з різноколірними очима заскочила їй на спину. 
«Здається ж, нічого не гуло вгорі», — майнуло в думці.— Що, полякалися, мої маленькі? Не бійтеся, все нор-
мально, — взяла на руки Сніжану й притиснула до грудей.
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КВАРТИРА № 144.  

Д О Ж И Т И  Д О  Р А Н К У

Сталося те, чого Валентин Іванович боявся найбіль-

ше, — серцевий напад посеред ночі, коли триває комен-

дантська година, скрізь темінь і все завмирає аж до ранку. 

Та чи й викличеш ту «швидку допомогу», чи потраплять 

медики до квартири, коли й світла у під’їзді немає, і ліфт, 

мабуть, вимкнутий...

З їхнього поверху також усі виїхали, поліцейський часом 

з’являється, коли відпускають з чергування, щоб відіспа-

тися. А чи вдома він тепер? Можна було б до нього у двері 

подзвонити чи постукати.

І ліків ніяких не залишилось, останню піґулку випив, 

а в аптеці нічого від серця нема — розібрали, бо скільки 

днів під аптеками черги великі стояли…

Напади аритмії в нього виникли, відколи почалася війна. 

Усе те — від стресів постійних. У перші дні паніка всіх 
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Olena Demir was born and received her higher education in Ukraine. She worked 
as a journalist and editor-in-chief of the magazine “Kralya”. She has been living 
abroad for the past 10 years. She runs a literary blog, writes about events in 
Ukraine, and introduces readers to the culture and traditions of Turkey. Her 
short stories have been published in “Ukraine People Magazine” and included in 
a collection of Ukrainian authors in Turkey. She is the winner and finalist of ten 
international literary contests. In 2022, she became a laureate of the European 
Institute of Literature prize (Krakow). “Enfilade” is the author’s debut novel, which, 
in its manuscript stage, won the “Book of the Year-2023” contest (in the “Future 
Book” nomination) and “The Coronation of the Word” contest (in the “International 
Choice” nomination).

author: Olena Demir
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Telling the story of her family, the main character depicts 
the period of the collapse of the Soviet Union, the formation 
of Independent Ukraine, the school education system, the 
emergence of spontaneous markets, the Orange Revolution, 
the terrible state of the penitentiary system of Ukraine, 
touches on the topic of ATO. Ukraine is a separate character 
in the novel and, along with others, is undergoing a series of 
transformations. Through the character’s dialogues, painful 
topics are raised that are not usually spoken about openly. 
The metaphor of the story is a continuous enfilade of places, 
other people’s apartments, and empty rooms, from which the 
heroine leaves, never to return. The idea of ​​the novel centres 
around the question — is a person with the brand of ‘social 
bottom’, without education and special talents, able to bring 
moral values ​​to our society that we would want to emulate? 
After all, the novel “Enfilade”, like any other, is a novel about a 
person. About dark and light inside us, about friendship and 
love, stormy feelings and heavy disappointments, about hope 
and joy in the most difficult moments.

Also by Olena Demir
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Anna Bahriana is a poet, prose writer, playwright and translator.
Author of books of poetry: “Between Lilac Dreams” (2002), “Between the Gods and 
Us” (2005), “Other Lines” (2009), “Love Spells” (2011); novels: “The Etymology of 
Blood” (2008), “Strange Love” (2011), “Wind Mountain” (fantasy novel for teenagers, 
2021, 2022); a collection of short stories, “Macedonian Tales” (2016); “Tales from 
the City Park” (2014), “Dreams Come True” (2015); a collection of dramatic works 
for children “Above Time” (2020).
Her works have been translated into English, French, Polish, Bulgarian, Latvian, 
Macedonian, Serbian, Croatian, Albanian, Lithuanian, Estonian and other languages.
Member of the National Union of Writers of Ukraine and the Association of 
Ukrainian Writers.
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A 38-year-old patient in a mental hospital keeps a diary, 
recounting hospital routines, books he has read, spontaneous 
thoughts, and dreams. He only does not mention his past 
because the doctor ordered him not to. It would seem nothing 
special. But unexpectedly, the man encounters a mysterious 
female patient in the hospital, and romantic love ignites in his 
heart, prompting him to decisive actions. He steals the girl’s 
notebook, in which she details the story of her madness.   
Impressed by what he read, he breaks the doctor’s prohibition 
and also recalls his past. A former history teacher and a 
bank director decide to escape from the hospital. But at that 
moment, rather strange events unfold before their eyes. The 
pieces come together, and it finally becomes clear how both 
ended up in the mental hospital. It turns out there is a special 
secret agency called “Hades” that hunts human souls…

Also by Anna Bahriana

https://bohdan-books.com/catalog/book/288187/


BOHDAN PUBLISHING HOUSE  Address: 34a Stepan Banderа Ave, Ternopil, Ukraine, 46002
 https://bohdan-books.com/foreign-rights/

About the Author

232 p.
Hardcover
145х215 mm
ISBN: 978-966-10-9018-6
Original language: Ukrainian
Rights: worldwide

Rights coordinator: 
Tetiana Budna
tanyabudna@gmail.com

Mark Babarevych is a Ukrainian writer and an active serviceman, participant in the 
ATO/Joint Forces Operation and the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war.
He was born on June 5, 1998, in Donetsk, in a family of an Orthodox priest. 
Graduated from the Railway Lyceum in Sloviansk and the Donetsk State University 
of Internal Affairs, majoring in Law. In 2016, he received foundational biblical 
education and has also worked in marketing.
He is the author of thrillers, detective and mystical novels, and also writes dramatic, 
military, and adventure prose.
Mark Babarevych is a laureate of the international literary competition “Coronation 
of the Word” (2023).

After the war in eastern Ukraine, Oleh comes to Kyiv to publish 
a book. Yet the writer’s path is overshadowed by his struggle 
to adapt to an unfamiliar city. Crime, the indifference of others, 
pro-Russian groups, and the lingering effects of concussions 
and PTSD — these are only part of what the veteran have to 
face.

In his daily battles for the right to a normal life, Oleh is forced 
to revisit his entire combat experience in order to answer the 
most important question: how can one learn to live and love 
again, when explosions still echo in your head and memories  
of war feel closer than reality?

author: Mark Babarevych
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Mark Babarevych is a Ukrainian writer and an active serviceman, participant in the 
ATO/Joint Forces Operation and the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war.
He was born on June 5, 1998, in Donetsk, in a family of an Orthodox priest. 
Graduated from the Railway Lyceum in Sloviansk and the Donetsk State University 
of Internal Affairs, majoring in Law. In 2016, he received foundational biblical 
education and has also worked in marketing.
He is the author of thrillers, detective and mystical novels, and also writes dramatic, 
military, and adventure prose.
Mark Babarevych is a laureate of the international literary competition “Coronation 
of the Word” (2023).

Father Serhii serves in a church in a front-line town. The 
priest’s life changes when he mysteriously loses his only son. 
However, a year after the funeral, Serhii receives a strange 
message: “Your son is alive!”. The man begins his own search 
and faces a terrifying enemy — the Russian special services 
and local traitors. So who kidnapped the boy a year ago? Is he 
really alive? And who is behind the conspiracy in their town?

author: Mark Babarevych
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Also by Mark Babarevych
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Serhii Ukhachevskyi is a Ukrainian writer from Ternopil, also a screenwriter 
and journalist. He graduated from the Department of Ukrainian Language and 
Literature at the Faculty of Philology of the Volodymyr Hnatiuk Ternopil National 
Pedagogical University. He participated in the Afghan war and was also involved 
in the Maidan protests and the ATO (Anti-Terrorist Operation). He is the author of 
scripts for television and film companies. He has written several books, including 
“The Wall. Autumn Illusions” and “Such a Mad Year”.

According to some sources, Putin had planned to launch a 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine as early as 2020, but the COVID 
pandemic prevented it. This novel is a version of how events 
in Ukraine and the world might have unfolded if the terrorist 
state had indeed begun the war in February 2020. If not for the 
pandemic, if another president had come to power in Ukraine… 
In any case, everything would have been different. But how? 
This book — is the author’s vision of those events.

Of course, it would be far more pleasant to tell stories of people 
without war, without the grim realities we now endure — no 
shelling, no deaths of loved ones. But instead… instead, there 
is f*cking war, and the bastards who brought it upon us. At 
least, that is what the main character of this novel believes.

author: Serhii Ukhachevskyi
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Also by Serhii Ukhachevskyi
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Dariia Lozovyk is a Ukrainian writer, philologist and economist. She was born, 
lives and works in Lviv. She is fond of psychology and is studying at the Ukrainian 
Psychotherapeutic University, majoring in Psychoanalysis. She writes prose 
in the genre of psycho-drama and teaches at the Ryba School of Writing and 
Copywriting. Her debut collection of short stories “Nothing Condemnable” was 
published in 2019. The novel “Hello. Come in” is a story about finding one’s own 
authenticity and the ability to love.

The rampart, as a defensive structure, separates the 
protagonist from the reality he is not ready for. An old well with 
stagnant water reminds him of the importance of purity and 
transparency. His faithful dog supports him even in what he 
no longer believes in. 

“Hello. Come in”  is a story about a man’s relationship with three 
women who are so different from each other. Each of them is 
important to him. Each of them evokes strong feelings. Each 
one changes him. The realisation that he can be different, 
that he can fail, that he can fall deeply in love, that he can lose 
everything, that he can be honest enough to admit it all, is the 
price he has to pay for meeting the most important part of 
himself.

author: Dariia Lozovyk
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Yana Vovk is a writer, teacher, and journalist. She is also the author of the novel 
“Where There Are No Mirrors”(2020) and the short story collection “You Can Be” 
(2021).
Laureate of the International Literary and Art Prize named after Panteleimon 
Kulish – 2021 for the book “Where There Are No Mirrors”; Laureate of the Kharkiv 
Municipal Competition of Spiritual, Philosophical, and Civil Poetry and Prose 
(nomination “Prose. Small Genres”, 2021); scholarship holder of the Lithuanian 
Council of Culture (2022, 2023).

This novel is about ordinary people, that are ready to do 
desperate things. The events take place in the Kharkiv region, 
mostly in Kharkiv. Half a year before full-scale war. Young 
journalist Asia Horobets rescues her friend, who was admitted 
to a psychiatric hospital in order to attract her husband’s 
attention. A friend offers her to interview her husband. Asia 
refuses, but some other events lead her to meet him... 

author: Yana Vovk
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Also by Yana Vovk
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An old gypsy woman said that Helen will have three men: 
one from God, the second from people, and the third — God 
forbid — from the devil. For love and the joy of motherhood, 
she will have to pay such a terrible price that it is frightening 
to even mention. And all because of ‘that’ — the hateful larva, 
which, on a whim or by the will of higher powers, chose poor 
Helen as its host. The dark entity slumbers, waiting for the 
right moment to suck the life force out of the unwary men 
who fall in love with Helen.
The girl’s neighbours shun her because of the larva, even 
though they do not understand what they are actually dealing 
with. Because of it, the orphan is disliked by Grandma Paraska. 
The girl believes that all her misfortunes are due to the lustful 
devil. The village witch Stefa thinks differently: it is not the time 
to fight what is part of you, because terrible times are coming. 
The witch is not mistaken: in Mariyampil, those whose deeds 
would make even hell tremble are already trampling the earth 
with their canvas boots.
Who will Helena’s ‘tota’ become: another enemy or a loyal ally? 
Will a young, pure soul and an ancient demonic creature be 
able to coexist in one body? And who will prevail in the end?

About the Author

Mariana Stefak was born on 12 February 1986 in the village of Balyntsi, Ivano-
Frankivsk region. Now she lives in the village of Sopiv, Kolomyia district. She is 
sure that megacities are not for her.
Mariana Stefak has two higher pedagogical degrees: primary school teacher and 
teacher of English and foreign literature.
She worked as an SMM, copywriter, and journalist. It was for the magazine that 
she first started writing fairy tales for the children’s page.
With her literary debut, novel “The Gorgon’s Key”, she became a finalist in the 
literary competition of the “Nash Format” publishing house (2020) and received 
the Editor’s Choice award. She is currently working on the sequel.
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The author fascinatingly covers the history of several centuries 
of the Seychelles, which are little known to us. He does this 
in accordance with the requirements of the adventure genre, 
knowing well the maritime and military affairs and the past of 
the archipelago. The stories contained here have a dynamic 
plot, interesting for many unknown to most readers facts, 
colorful images of positive and negative heroes, descriptions 
of amazing nature. It is not only about the Seychelles, but also 
about England, Angola, the South African Republic and other 
countries of that time, and, of course, about war and love. The 
book is aimed at high school students, students, and everyone 
who is interested in adventures against the backdrop of 
exoticism.

About the AuthorAbout the Author

Viktor Tatarynov was born in Kyiv. Graduated from Kyiv State University 
named after Taras Shevchenko. He worked as a teacher in a secondary 
school and several universities in Kyiv. In the period 1984–1986 he worked 
as a teacher at a polytechnic school in the Republic of Seychelles, and in 
the period 1989–1991 he worked as a teacher in the Republic of India. 
After returning from India and until his retirement in 2001, he worked at the  
State Committee of Ukraine for Nuclear and Radiation Safety (now the  Nuclear 
Regulatory Administration of Ukraine) as Head of the International Relations 
Department. Married. Has a daughter, two grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.
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The life of a creative person is not enviable, especially if books 
are not published, money is not paid, and the wife kicks him out 
of the house. And the editor also hints that the author does not 
know real life: he has not encountered real bandits, he has not 
participated in events where there is a real risk. But whoever 
is forced to take on dubious work in order to get money at 
any cost will definitely find adventures. What is on the hard 
drive, which is hunted by both bandits and drug dealers — it is 
unknown who your random companion is, to whom you are 
very interested — is shrouded in darkness. The main thing in 
such a whirlwind is to choose the right path...

About the AuthorAbout the Author

Viacheslav Dudar is a Ukrainian writer, winner of two literary competitions, finalist 
and diploma winner of several others — in particular, “Coronations of the Word”. 
He writes in various genres.
He lives in the city of Kropyvnytskyi.
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Gapia was planting cherries at the edge of the garden, when 
her shovel came across an old mine. People were collecting 
Gapia all over the field. And then the grieving mother 
saved one small bone, broke it in half and wove it into two 
motanka dolls. And she cursed those dolls: whoever truly 
loved her daughter — may he have a lot of happiness; and 
whoever deceived her, only wanted her young body — may 
he have a lot of grief. And the cursed motankas went around 
the village — but not to the one who truly loved Gapia... 
Tania Piankova’s novel “The Silent Doll” (previously published 
under the title “Someone else’s Sins”) is a terribly beautiful 
story, one of those that people in our villages pass on from 
generation to generation by word of mouth, to remember: an 
apple can actually fall very far from an apple tree, even if it 
doesn’t fall anywhere at all.

About the AuthorAbout the Author

Tania Piankova (Tetiana Kuzan) is a Ukrainian writer, editor, and author of 
ten books of poetry, prose, and children’s literature. Since 2020, she has 
focused on the themes of totalitarianism, mass violence, political repression, 
and collective trauma, viewing them in a broader international context. 
Her books include “Weeping Happiness”, “Kiss on the Top of the Head”, 
“Krolivna”, “Culpa mea”, “Sun in the Podolka”, “Other People’s Sins”, “The Age 
of Red Ants”, and “Rabbit Dreams”. In 2025, the children’s books The Nut Root 
(about the Holodomor) and “The Adventure of Mickey-Rob” were published. 
The novel The Age of Red Ants (2022), dedicated to the Holodomor, has gained 
recognition in Ukraine and abroad. It has been translated into several languages, 
and it was also included in the TOP-10 historical books of Poland and received the 
“Best Translated Book” award in Lithuania.
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Olena Demir was born  and received higher education in Ukraine. Worked as 
a  journalist, editor-in-chief of the magazine “Kralya”. For the last 10 years she 
has been living abroad. She runs a literary blog, writes about events in Ukraine, 
introduces readers to the culture and traditions of Turkey. Her stories were 
published in the magazine “Ukraine People Magazine”, were included in the 
collection of Ukrainian authors in Turkey. Winner and finalist of ten international 
literary competitions. In 2022, she became the laureate of the European Institute 
of Literature (Krakow). 
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Mea Culpa in Latin means “my fault,” but this book is not 
about remorse. It is about people who find themselves in the 
epicenter of war, and about their ability to take responsibility 
for themselves and others, even if life is painful and difficult. 
Through texts of various genres, the author tells how war 
changes destinies, tests feelings, and makes the most tangible 
and important in us visible. The collection covers different 
countries and eras and seeks to remind: all wars, even the 
most brutal, sooner or later end.

Also by Olena Demir

https://bohdan-books.com/catalog/book/288073/


BOHDAN PUBLISHING HOUSE  Address: 34a Stepan Banderа Ave, Ternopil, Ukraine, 46002
 https://bohdan-books.com/foreign-rights/

About the Author

Oleksandr Vilchynskyi is a Ukrainian novelist, journalist, scholar. Winner of the 
Ukrainian contest of novels and screenplays “Coronation of the Word 2002” and 
“Coronation of the Word 2003”.

208 p.
Hardcover
145х215 mm
ISBN: 978-966-10-9110-7
Original language: Ukrainian
Rights: worldwide

Rights coordinator: 
Tetiana Budna
tanyabudna@gmail.com

author: Oleksandr Vilchynskyi

In the Steppe  
near Avdiivka C

O
N

TEM
P

O
RA

RY P
RO

SE

This war tired many back in the winter of 2016-2017 and 
seemed too long. It was then, in December 2016, that the writer 
Oleksandr Vilchynskyi volunteered and went to the front as a 
fighter of the 1st separate assault company of the DUK PS, 
which later became known as the “Da Vinci Wolves”. After all, 
its commander was the still very young Dmytro Kotsiubaylo 
with the call sign “Da Vinci”. Later, he became a Hero of Ukraine, 
and met the full-scale invasion as a battalion commander. “Da 
Vinci” gave his life for our freedom and independence, as did 
“Kozak”, “Stary”, “Khitry”, “Hans”, “Schegol”, who became the 
prototypes of the heroes from Oleksandr Vilchynskyi’s story 
“In the Steppe near Avdiivka”. And some of those with whom 
the writer had to fight shoulder to shoulder in the 1st separate 
assault division are still defending Ukraine with weapons in 
their hands. The greatest value of this story is also that it is 
based on the author’s personal impressions, as well as the fact 
that it is written in a fresh and lively way. Oleksandr Vilchynskyi 
shows life in war in all its complexity.

Also by Oleksandr Vilchynskyi 
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Voices sometimes move away, sometimes they die down. A 
carol flows through the world, bright, Christmassy, ​​radiant... 
The Light of the Newborn Child reigns over the world. 
Renewal, quiet, sublime joy in the Soul. The space around is 
transformed. This is an elusive moment, but it becomes an 
invisible movement of the soul, which suddenly comes to 
life and, it seems, is exalted together with Heaven. The world 
becomes different. The light celebrates the long-awaited 
Victory... With Christmas in the Heart, everyone is born... With 
Christmas in the Heart, let us meet every day, the day of the 
coming Victory...
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Тетяна Іваніцька-Дячун

Д з в о н и  н а д  С т р и п о ю«Наші серця ніжніють від спогадів дитинства та любо-
ві до рідних, і цілий рік ми кращі, бо на Різдво душею знову 
стали дітьми».

Лора Інґлз Вайлдер,  американська письменниця«Коли знову приходить Різдво, і довкола лунають знайомі 
колядки, щось відбувається з нами: особливе тепло повіль-
но огортає нас. Навіть найчерствіше серце пом’якшується. 
Ми згадуємо дитинство, і виникає благословенна туга за 
світом без жорстокості й насильства».  Дітріх Бонгеффер, німецький теологСутінкової години напередодні Різдва стародавнє місто 

зустріло Ксенію та її супутників тихою величчю. На цен-

тральній площі височіла барокова ратуша — мов казковий 

палац, прикрашений вигадливими скульптурами міфічних 

істот на карнизах. Примарні фігури, витесані з каменю генієм 

давнього майстра, споглядали згори на бруковану площу, що 

тепер укрилася тонким шаром інею. Над дахами будинків 

2727

піднімалися вежі монастиря отців Василіан, темні силуети 

яких вимальовувалися на тлі зимового неба. Далі виднілися 

гострі шпилі старого костелу, де колись лунала гра старого 

органу, а на різьбленому іконостасі застигли в молитві де-

рев’яні скульптури роботи Пінзеля. Поміж будівлями мере-

живом звивалися вузькі вулички, що вели вниз до Стрипи. 

Через цю річку перекинуто кілька мостів, й у присмерковій 

далечині темна вода внизу відображала поодинокі вогники 

ліхтарів, немов зорі, що впали на землю. На пагорбі бов-

ваніли руїни старого замку — мовчазні свідки давніх битв 

і перемог, оповиті легким туманом, схожим на серпанок часу. 

На всій площі мерехтіли різдвяні вогники: гірлянди на ста-

ровинних ліхтарях і маленькі паперові зірочки у вікнах бу-

динків створювали відчуття свята, що наближалося.
Ксеня обережно вела свій мікроавтобус звивистою вулич-

кою, поки він не зупинився перед старим будинком з різь-

бленими віконницями. Дорогою вона поглядала на пасажирів: 

на обличчях трьох чоловіків відбивалися втома й зосере-

дженість. Наймолодший, Олександр, притулився чолом до 

холодної шибки, спостерігаючи за вогниками, що миготіли 

в темряві; його очі блищали задумою. Поряд мовчки сидів 

кремезний Іван, схрестивши руки на грудях, ніби стримував 

у собі ураган відчуттів. А на задньому сидінні Василь нер-

вово теребив край своєї куртки, час од часу заплющуючи 

очі, немов відганяв невидимі видіння. Ксеня добре знала ці 

жести й погляди — за ними стояли місяці безсонних ночей, 

спогади про бої, втрати та біль, який вони привезли з війни. 

Вона глибоко вдихнула, відчуваючи суміш радості та три-

воги: радість від того, що повернулася до рідної домівки, 

і тривогу — чи допоможе ця подорож її підопічним знайти 

хоч краплю спокою. Вона вірила: різдвяна атмосфера рід-

ного міста з його давніми традиціями здатна зігріти навіть 

найпотріпаніші душі. Ксеня на мить уявила себе маленькою: 

колись цими ж вуличками вона бігала з різдвяною зіркою, 

співала колядки й вірила, що світ сповнений лише радо-

сті. Тепер, повернувшись після побаченого горя війни, вона 

— Ти зможеш посадити цю штуку? — запитала Леся.

— Звісно, що зможу, — відповіла Ґейджо, дивлячись 

на пульт, повний різнокольорових кнопок і важелів. — Але 

нехай це краще робить Лейно. Це ж його великий десяти-

місний батискаф.

Обидві жінки зайшлися сміхом, дивлячись на невелику 

цятку на фоні Сонця. Ось вона була завбільшки як горо-

шинка, одначе за кілька митей збільшилася до м’ячика для 

гольфу.
Тієї хвилини, коли Лейно з немовлям на руках зайшов 

у капітанську, за іллюмінатором уже чітко було видно об-

риси Європи.

— Кохана, — звернувся він до Лесі. — Потримай, будь 

ласка, Богуславчика, доки я садитиму наш будинок на гі-

перзвукових двигунах. То ж твої батьки хочуть, щоби ми 

святкували Різдво в них.

— Як швидко ти навчився бути іронічним, — одказала 

жінка, забираючи сина в обійми.

— Рік, проведений між людьми, творить чудеса, — сказав 

Лейно та повів батискаф на посадку до Львівського аероко-

смічного вокзалу імені Леоніда Каденюка.
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Артур Росселліоуз

С в і т л о  п а м ’ я т і

Присвячено Олександрові Васильовичу Мухіну — людині 

світла й тіні, майстрові кадру, пам’яті та серця

«Світло  — це пам’ять, що не дозволяє нам забути 

навіть тоді, коли здається, що вже нічого не залиши-

лося», — запис у щоденнику Федора Івановича

Щороку, першого грудня, Федір Іванович підіймався на 

табурет зі скрипучими ніжками, діставав із шафи важку 

запилену коробку з-під старого проєктора, розгортав ковдру, 

в яку загорнула ще його покійна Оля, й обережно витягував 

софітну лампу. Пальці вже не слухалися — часом здавалися 

крихкими, як гілочки старого дерева, але він продовжу-

вав, ніби від того залежала рівновага всього грудня. Поки 

на вулиці ранній сутінок плів тіні засніженим сквером, він 

налаштовував кут нахилу світла, регулював фокус, і тіль-

ки коли на стіні будинку навпроти починав проступати той 

самий тремтливий силует — обриси дівчинки з піднятою 

рукою — Федір Іванович дозволяв собі видихнути.

То був янгол. Принаймні так казала Оля. Колись давно, 

коли він ще був студентом операторського факультету, саме 

цей промінь світла привів її до нього.
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Kateryna Lips  is a contemporary Ukrainian writer.  She is a prize winner in national 
and international art competitions. She graduated from the Kharkiv State Academy 
of Design and Arts. By profession, she is a fashion designer and teacher. She is the 
author of the novels “Time of Change”, “An Unwilling Wife”, “A Fateful Passion”, and 
“A Legacy of Secrets”.
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After breaking up with his lover, Julian (an influential French 
film director) leaves his familiar life behind and heads off to 
distant America. Some of his friends believe this is an escape 
from a failed romance, while others see it as an attempt to 
conquer Hollywood. But they are all wrong, because Julian 
simply cannot forget his first love — the actress Florence. 
Many years ago, she suddenly left him on the eve of their 
wedding, traveling to America with another man. Yet for her 
sake, Julian did the impossible: he transformed himself from 
a novice race car driver into a respected film director. And all 
for nothing! After a painful breakup, disillusioned with love, he 
achieved even greater success in his career. But money and 
fame did not bring him the happiness he desired. So, having 
endured the pain of a broken heart, humiliation, betrayal, and 
misunderstanding, he finally found the strength to set out in 
search of Florence, seeking an answer to just one question: 
why? 

Also by Kateryna Lips
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Myra Bo is a contemporary Ukrainian writer. She has been a participant in multi-
genre short prose literary contests since 2022 and is the author of short stories 
published in collective anthologies and magazines. She primarily works in the 
genres of speculative fiction, psychological, social, and domestic literature. “Yellow 
Bricks” is Myra’s debut novel. “If a book can’t make you laugh or make you happy, 
it should at least leave you with hope. My books are about ordinary people who 
often make mistakes, but aren’t we all like that? We must hope that if we dare to 
do more, we can change our own lives. In the end, it’s the choice that matters.”
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Have you ever picked up an angel? The hero of “Yellow Bricks”, 
an English teacher, finds a fair-haired teenager in a biker jacket 
with the words ‘Wild Angel’ and embroidered wings under his 
porch. Perhaps this is not an angel at all, but just an ordinary 
boy who needs saving. But the man himself could also use 
some help in a life that has lost all meaning. And, oh wonder! 
After meeting the boy, things start looking up for the teacher — 
or do they just seem to? What’s really going on with this 
‘angel’? To find the answers, our hero will have to walk a longer 
road than he ever expected. “Yellow Bricks” is a story about the 
changes that come when you dare to reach for more. It tells 
the tale of many people, each with their own struggles and 
paths to happiness, whose lives sometimes intersect on the 
same road. Only when you have enough courage to be a good 
person life will give you what you’re searching for.

Also by Myra Bo
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Mykola Zakusylo was a shepherd, a carpenter and a self-taught icon painter. He 
graduated from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv (1982) and the art 
studio at the Artists’ House in Kyiv (2001). 
A prose writer, playwright, painter and essayist. An expert in the Polissia dialect, 
a researcher of ancient mythology and demonology, and a collector of Norynchany 
folklore. Myths, parables, legends, tales and revelations occupy a special place in 
his works. His texts are dominated by phantasmagoria, the grotesque and magic. 
His work is religious and mystical, imbued with hidden symbolism.

author: Mykola Zakusylo
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The “Polissia Bible” is a unique Polissia epic comprising 
myths, parables, legends, laments, tragedies and beliefs 
that form the deepest layer of the ancient Polissia culture. 
These are mythological novels written between the late 
20th and early 21st centuries, symbolic parables, told 
to the apostles, metaphorical treatises with ‘songs of 
songs’, and magical philosophical plays — all inspired by 
the word of God and based on biblical motifs, conceived 
and written over the course of half a century (1973–2024).  
The “Polissia Bible” lacks a ‘canon’; hence the title is somewhat 
figurative. It contains many biblical ideas, references, 
commentaries, notes, footnotes, prayers, laws of the soul, 
and psalms written ‘outside the norm’. Therefore, the ‘Polissia 
Bible’ is a non-canonical text, yet a spiritual and folk sword. 
For its texts, though they have ‘plots and genres’ ‘outside the 
norm’, are nonetheless beneficial to the heart and instructive 
for the mind, soul and body.
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This book tells the love stories not only of the most famous 
wives of the Ottoman sultans during the era of the “Women’s 
Sultanate” — Roksolana, Mihrimah, Nurbanu, Safiye, Kösem, 
and Hatice Turhan, but also of lesser-known harem residents: 
Mahidevran, Gülfem, Hubbi, Handan, Halime, and Mahfiruz.  
The material is based on Turkish, Polish, Ukrainian, Russian, 
Western European, and American research. The texts of letters 
from the harem and information from archival documents are 
presented in the author’s translation from Ottoman Turkish.

Also by Oleksandra Shutko

About the Author

Oleksandra Shutko (born 1979) is a writer, art critic, researcher of the Ottoman 
Empire’s history. The author of the popular science book “Roksolana: Myths and 
Reality”, that was also published in Turkish in the prestigious academic publishing 
house of Turkey “Kitap Yayınevi” under the title “Hürrem Sultan”. Among her 
fiction books — “Hatice Turhan”, a novel in three volumes dedicated to the Sultan-
Ukrainian who actually ruled the Ottoman Empire, being the regent of her young 
son — Sultan Mehmed IV.
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Valerii Voitovych is a Ukrainian art historian, writer, traveler, and researcher of 
Ukrainian mythology. He is the author of numerous literary and artistic works, 
monographs, dictionaries, and other publications on the history and culture of 
Ukraine, its mythology, and a large number of paintings and graphic works.
He is a member of the National Union of Artists of Ukraine, an honorary member 
of the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine, a member of the National Union 
of Local Historians of Ukraine, and a member of the Kholodny Yar Historical Club.

In order to write a biographical novel about the life and work 
of the brilliant sculptor from Great Volhynia, Khoma-Oskar 
Sosnovskyi, the author had to transform himself into the 
Maestro and walk with him through life from childhood to 
death, living with him in Rome for forty years, vainly hoping 
to one day return to his native land, but remain forever in the 
Eternal City. The book presents the reflections of the author, 
who tried to write from the perspective of his hero, “seeing 
everything through his eyes.” It contains historical illustrations 
directly related to the sculptor’s work, as well as information 
about the conditions and environment in which the artist was 
formed. Therefore, the book will be an important acquisition 
for anyone interested in Ukrainian artistic culture and, we hope, 
will be of considerable interest to scholars and art historians. 
So let us follow in the footsteps of Ukrainian genius... It is the 
famous Son of Great Volhynia who crosses our souls.

author: Valerii Voitovych
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The novel “Don’t Forget” by Ukrainian children’s writer and 
translator Oksana Ivanenko (1906–1997) is being published 
in full for the first time (a separate chapter was published 
in 1989 in the magazine “Vitchyzna”). These are the writer’s 
memories of her childhood, parents, and relatives. However, 
this is a novel, not an autobiography. In it, according to the 
author, “three quarters of the truth and a quarter of fiction, 
which grew out of the truth of life.”

About the AuthorAbout the Author

Oksana Ivanenko is a Ukrainian children’s writer and translator. Born in 1906 in 
Poltava Her father worked as a newspaper editor, her mother as a teacher in an 
orphanage. At the age of six, she wrote her first fairy tale. Later, her children’s 
works appeared in the handwritten magazine of the gymnasium, where she 
studied willingly and very well. Oksana Ivanenko began to be published regularly 
in 1925, but she believed that her real creativity for children began in 1933, when 
the fairy tale “Sandals, Full Speed!” was written.
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Mark Korda is a Doctor of historical sciences, professor, honored worker of 
science and technology of Ukraine, Head of the Department of History of Ukraine 
and Archaeology. Scientific interest: the latest history of Ukraine. Professor Mark 
Korda is a regular participant in international, all-Ukrainian and regional scientific 
conferences, congresses, and round tables. Awarded with honorary diplomas 
of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, the Volyn Regional Council, 
the Volyn Regional State Administration, the Sign “Excellent in Education of 
Ukraine”  (1998), awarded the honorary title “Honored Worker of Science and 
Technology of Ukraine” (2018).
He writes books for lovers of the detective genre and historical adventures.
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This is a collection of crime stories — sharp, gripping, fast-
paced, and at times ironic and quirky — that keep the reader in 
a constant, unrelenting state of suspense.  
The events unfold in the United States of America in the 
second half of the last century.  The stories are written in the 
genres of the classic and ironic detective story.

Also by Mark Korda
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Andrii Kokotiukha was born in 1970 in Nizhyn (Chernihiv region). He graduated 
from the Faculty of journalism of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. 
Author of more than 60 books, works mainly in action genres: detective, adventure, 
historical. Screenwriter, member of the Union of Cinematographers of Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian Film Academy. Lives and works in Kyiv.
Some of author’s awards and prizes: Breastplate “Silver George”, based on the 
screenplay for the film “Dead End”, 2003; Diploma of the XI Publishers’ Forum in Lviv 
“The best journalist who writes on a book topic”, 2004; I and II prizes of the contest 
“Coronation of the Word” — 2006, nomination “Novels”; competition “Coronation of 
the Word”, 2012, nomination “Novels”, Special Award “Best Historical and Patriotic 
Work”; Award “Golden Writer of Ukraine”, 2012.
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Early autumn of 1981. Komsomol activists are dying one after 
another in Ternopil region. Cause of death — they all drank spring 
water. And not an ordinary one: near the village where the bodies are 
found, there is a spring of St. Barbara. Local legend says 
that the water in it is magical. It prolongs the life of people 
with a pure heart and kills villains. Mysticism — did someone  
unknown declare their secret war on the authorities? 
What secret does a dense forest hide, where a secret 
spring flows? Kyiv detective Ihor Kniazevych has been 
instructed to investigate the strange case. So he finds 
himself in the mysterious village of Haivoron, cut off 
from the big cities, where people live by their own laws 
and don’t like people like him… 

Also by Andrii Kokotiukha
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Andrii Kokotiukha was born in 1970 in Nizhyn (Chernihiv region). He graduated 
from the Faculty of journalism of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. 
Author of more than 60 books, works mainly in action genres: detective, adventure, 
historical. Screenwriter, member of the Union of Cinematographers of Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian Film Academy. Lives and works in Kyiv.
Some of author’s awards and prizes: Breastplate “Silver George”, based on the 
screenplay for the film “Dead End”, 2003; Diploma of the XI Publishers’ Forum in Lviv 
“The best journalist who writes on a book topic”, 2004; I and II prizes of the contest 
“Coronation of the Word” — 2006, nomination “Novels”; competition “Coronation of 
the Word”, 2012, nomination “Novels”, Special Award “Best Historical and Patriotic 
Work”; Award “Golden Writer of Ukraine”, 2012.
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The Chernihiv region, the Desna River, and the bottomless 
Tykhyi Zaton, steeped in legend. Once a year, the embodiment 
of ancient Evil rises from the dark depths. The monster, an 
elusive underwater creature, preys on anyone who disturbs its 
peace and claims new victims. It is this monster that is blamed 
for the deaths of four local fishermen. People are afraid to even 
get close to the cursed place. And these superstitions are a 
major hindrance to a Chernihiv businessman who has bought 
an abandoned resort and is reviving tourism and healthy 
recreation in his native region. So the businessman hires 
former investigator Vitalii Melnyk to find out whether Tykhyi 
Zaton is truly a centre of dark forces, or whether real people are 
responsible for the murders, masking their criminal intentions 
with an ancient legend. Melnik doesn’t believe in scary tales — 
but as soon as he begins his private investigation, he is ready 
to reconsider his views... The solution will astonish not only 
the detective, but the readers too.

Also by Andrii Kokotiukha
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Vasyl Dobrianskyi is a Ukrainian writer, journalist and political figure, member 
of the National Union of Writers of Ukraine and the National Union of 
Journalists of Ukraine. After graduating from Ivan Franko State University 
of Lviv, he worked for newspapers. He is the author of seven novels and 
five collections of novellas, short stories, articles and essays. Under the 
pseudonym Boris Kramer, he published the detective novels “The Case of the 
Executed Clothes”, “The Trap on the Eastern Racer”, and “The Broken Stairs”. 
Vasyl Dobrianskyi is a diploma winner and winner of the Grand Prix at the first 
International Literary Competition “Coronation of the Word”. Winner of the second 
prize at the Grand Coronation 2021.
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The abyss calls to the abyss. Sometimes it is frightening to 
look into the past, for there lie secrets that can turn our lives 
upside down. Yurii Kholodenko’s mother dies and leaves him 
a final wish: to find his father, who disappeared over forty years 
ago. He went hunting and never returned. The son begins an 
investigation and finds an old recording by the rock band Led 
Zeppelin, which is interrupted by a conversation between two 
lovers arranging a date. Who are these two who suddenly burst 
into the song? Where could his father have gone, if detective 
captain Shaman had searched the entire forest around the 
lake on foot? The old policeman joins the investigation once 
more. Later, in the swamp, their expedition finds a yellow car 
with three corpses inside. Each has a bullet hole in the skull. 
What happened to the hunters, and who killed them?..

Also by Vasyl Dobrianskyi
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Nataliia Сhaikovska graduated from Lutsk University of Humanities with a 
specialist’s degree in journalism. 
For 18 years, she worked in the press office of a state regulatory body. She left 
her job in 2022. She has now set up her own business and actively runs a blog on 
Instagram, where she promotes reading. She collaborates with many publishing 
houses.
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A 16-year-old girl has gone missing in the village of Okonska 
in Volyn region. The day before, she had been out with her 
friends but did not return home. Mira, her best friend, joins 
the search launched by the police and fellow villagers, but 
she cannot get rid of the feeling that she suspects two other 
friends they were out with — Ihnat and Mark. The searchers 
rake through the forest, check the ponds, and question 
everyone, but to no avail. One day, they find the missing girl’s 
phone, and later — her headband. Tension mounts in the 
village, meanwhile Mira compiles her own list of suspects 
and begins to dig for the truth, until she puts herself in danger. 
And even when it becomes clear who might be involved in the 
girl’s disappearance, one question remains: where is Lida?
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Oleksii Volkov (born 1965) is a Ukrainian writer, by profession — a surgeon. The 
winner of literary contests “Golden Babai”, “Coronation of  the Word”, diploma 
contestant of “Grand Coronation”. 
The most famous works: “Amnesty for the Hacker”, “Dead Flowers”, “Rejected by 
God”.

The mysteries of the old monastery, which was later converted 
into a district hospital during the Soviet era, continue to haunt 
the more hot-headed members of the staff. No wonder! After 
all, the monastery was established by the Templars, later 
became a sanctuary for a notorious outlaw, hosted Napoleon’s 
personal surgeon, and even served as the headquarters for 
the German army…

The monastery’s cellars have been dug through and through, 
yet the legends of hidden treasures continue to thrive, thus 
giving rise to an exciting narrative. With wit and humour, the 
unparalleled master of the adventure genre recounts the lives 
and work of his colleagues — doctors, while also convincingly 
demonstrating to the reader that a detective story does not 
always have to revolve around murder or robbery.

author: Oleksii Volkov
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Also by Oleksii Volkov
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A former history teacher unearths a unique find. At the 
same time, one of the most influential tycoons in South 
America secretly sets off for Ukraine, where a bloody, 
high-profile crime was committed on New Year’s Eve... 
These seemingly unrelated events formed the basis of a 
stunning plot, where the main character had to find himself at 
the crossroads of the interests of predators of modern society — 
from the largest, who determine the fate of the country, to 
small scum. How to survive in this confrontation, if even having 
become a “”black”” archaeologist, you managed not to lose your 
moral principles and humanity? However, the heroes of Oleksii 
Volkov’s books always fight to the last, and love sincerely. 
The names of the characters and the names of the cities are 
fictitious. Any coincidence with reality is accidental.

About the AuthorAbout the Author

Oleksii Volkov (born 1965) is a Ukrainian writer, by profession — a surgeon. The 
winner of literary contests “Golden Babai”, “Coronation of  the Word”, diploma 
contestant of “Grand Coronation”. 
The most famous works: “Amnesty for the Hacker”, “Dead Flowers”, “Rejected by 
God”.

Also by Oleksii Volkov
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Olha Vakkaus was born in 1970 in Moldova. She graduated from the Lviv Music 
and Pedagogical College and the Drohobych Pedagogical University, worked as a 
kindergarten teacher, a teacher of musical and theoretical disciplines at a music 
school, and served in the Armed Forces for 4 years. She currently works as a 
teacher of musical art and artistic culture at the secondary school in Lviv, manages 
the mobile theatre of the song “Levenia”, is the author of scripts for charity plays, 
with which the troupe performs in hospitals, military units, etc.

author: Olha Vakkaus
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The cold, phantasmagoric February that is in fact one year 
long, — that is what Ukrainians experiense since the full-scale 
attack of the Russian aggressors, but, in fact, the bloody war 
has been going on since 2014, when Crimea was annexed. The 
border ran not only along the Perekop Isthmus — because of 
the differences in political views, a wedge of hatred appeared 
between close people, battles are taking place on the battlefield, 
in the information space, and on a subtle (energy) level. The 
main character of the mystical detective Daryna-Dalilah is the 
future keeper of the Relict Valley, the Crimean “place of power”. 
Sei (guides from the parallel world) are preparing her for this 
mission, but Universal Evil is standing on the way of the light 
forces. Arriving in Lviv on the Christmas holiday, February 
24, 2022, Daryna unexpectedly finds herself in the rear city 
of warring Ukraine. The girl’s life changes dramatically: a 
continuous stream of shocking events, experiences on the 
verge of despair and hope cause her spiritual transformation.

Also by Olha Vakkaus
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Andrii Kokotiukha was born in 1970 in Nizhyn (Chernihiv region). He graduated 
from the Faculty of journalism of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. 
Author of more than 60 books, works mainly in action genres: detective, adventure, 
historical. Screenwriter, member of the Union of Cinematographers of Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian Film Academy. Lives and works in Kyiv.
Some of author’s awards and prizes: Breastplate “Silver George”, based on the 
screenplay for the film “Dead End”, 2003; Diploma of the XI Publishers’ Forum in Lviv 
“The best journalist who writes on a book topic”, 2004’; I and II prizes of the contest 
“Coronation of the Word” — 2006, nomination “Novels”; competition “Coronation of 
the Word”, 2012, nomination “Novels”, Special Award “Best Historical and Patriotic 
Work”; Award “Golden Writer of Ukraine”, 2012.
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Early autumn of 1981. Party and Komsomol activists 
are dying one after another in Ternopil region. Cause 
of death — they all drank spring water. And not an 
ordinary one: near the village where the bodies are 
found, there is a spring of St. Barbara. Local legend says 
that the water in it is magical. It prolongs the life of people 
with a pure heart and kills villains. Mysticism — did someone  
unknown declare their secret war on the authorities? 
What secret does a dense forest hide, where a secret 
spring flows? Kyiv detective Ihor Kniazevych has been 
instructed to investigate the strange case. So he finds 
himself in the mysterious village of Haivoron, cut off 
from the big cities, where people live by their own laws 
and don’t like people like him… 

Also by Andrii Kokotiukha
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Andrii Kokotiukha was born in 1970 in Nizhyn (Chernihiv region). He graduated 
from the Faculty of journalism of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. 
Author of more than 60 books, works mainly in action genres: detective, adventure, 
historical. Screenwriter, member of the Union of Cinematographers of Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian Film Academy. Lives and works in Kyiv.
Some of author’s awards and prizes: Breastplate “Silver George”, based on the 
screenplay for the film “Dead End”, 2003; Diploma of the XI Publishers’ Forum in Lviv 
“The best journalist who writes on a book topic”, 2004’; I and II prizes of the contest 
“Coronation of the Word” — 2006, nomination “Novels”; competition “Coronation of 
the Word”, 2012, nomination “Novels”, Special Award “Best Historical and Patriotic 
Work”; Award “Golden Writer of Ukraine”, 2012.
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1991, hot summer. Seven young men suddenly get a chance to 
become rich. At stake — one million, the money will help each 
of them to solve their own problems. Everyone is ready to take 
risks. It turned out to be even easier to get a million than these 
amateurs imagined. Now the hardest thing is to share the 
treasure. Meanwhile, the robbers began a real hunt for young 
inexperienced robbers. Will you be able to escape if you can’t 
safely turn your back to your unfortunate friend... The new 
edition of the novel is supplemented by an afterword about 
the history of the book and its adventures after publication.

Also by Andrii Kokotiukha
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Andrii Kokotiukha was born in 1970 in Nizhyn (Chernihiv region). He graduated 
from the Faculty of journalism of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. 
Author of more than 60 books, works mainly in action genres: detective, adventure, 
historical. Screenwriter, member of the Union of Cinematographers of Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian Film Academy. Lives and works in Kyiv.
Some of author’s awards and prizes: Breastplate “Silver George”, based on the 
screenplay for the film “Dead End”, 2003; Diploma of the XI Publishers’ Forum in Lviv 
“The best journalist who writes on a book topic”, 2004’; I and II prizes of the contest 
“Coronation of the Word” — 2006, nomination “Novels”; competition “Coronation of 
the Word”, 2012, nomination “Novels”, Special Award “Best Historical and Patriotic 
Work”; Award “Golden Writer of Ukraine”, 2012.
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A serial killer is operating on the campus of one of Kyiv’s 
universities. His actions are unmotivated, and further steps 
are unpredictable.
Residents of nearby dormitories are horrified, and law 
enforcement agencies are grazing the rear, detaining people 
not involved in the crimes.
Journalist Andrii Shkarada accidentally intervenes in the 
investigation, and exposes a ruthless maniac-psychopath, 
almost paying for it with his own life.

Also by Andrii Kokotiukha
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Andrii Kokotiukha was born in 1970 in Nizhyn (Chernihiv region). He graduated 
from the Faculty of journalism of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. 
Author of more than 60 books, works mainly in action genres: detective, adventure, 
historical. Screenwriter, member of the Union of Cinematographers of Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian Film Academy. Lives and works in Kyiv.
Some of author’s awards and prizes: Breastplate “Silver George”, based on the 
screenplay for the film “Dead End”, 2003; Diploma of the XI Publishers’ Forum in Lviv 
“The best journalist who writes on a book topic”, 2004’; I and II prizes of the contest 
“Coronation of the Word” — 2006, nomination “Novels”; competition “Coronation of 
the Word”, 2012, nomination “Novels”, Special Award “Best Historical and Patriotic 
Work”; Award “Golden Writer of Ukraine”, 2012.
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Policemen can also be imprisoned — for the sins of their 
colleagues. This is what happened to Serhii Horilyi. After being 
released from prison he returned to his native Konotop and 
had to start life from the very beginning. But all that he can do 
is to be a detective and now he has an opportunity to prove 
it. A local businessman complained to the police: a woman 
called a witch predicted his death. The man was laughed at — 
and he really dies. The investigation is led by Serhii’s friend, to 
whom the same prophetess also foretells death. And when 
this prophecy also comes true, Horilyi realizes: everything is 
serious. He does not believe in mysticism, seeks a rational 
explanation. But when there is only one step left to the truth, 
Serhii himself receives a deadly prophecy...

Also by Andrii Kokotiukha
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Mark Korda is a Doctor of historical sciences, professor, honored worker of 
science and technology of Ukraine, Head of the Department of History of Ukraine 
and Archaeology. Scientific interest: the latest history of Ukraine. Professor Mark 
Korda is a regular participant in international, all-Ukrainian and regional scientific 
conferences, congresses, and round tables. Awarded with honorary diplomas of 
the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, the Volyn Regional Council, the 
Volyn Regional State Administration, the Sign “Excellent in Education of Ukraine” 
(1998), awarded the honorary title “Honored Worker of Science and Technology of 
Ukraine” (2018).
He writes books for lovers of the detective genre and historical adventures.

author: Mark Korda
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The events of the novel take place in Spain at the end of 
the 15th century, when King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella 
ruled, the country was liberated from Muslim rule and 
the persecution of non-believers increased tremendously. 
Ghettos for Jews and Moors were created everywhere, and 
on the outskirts of large cities, on the ominous “squares of 
fire”, secular officials, according to the decrees of the New 
Inquisition, burned unrepentant heretics alive. It was an era 
of desperate confrontation between cruelty and mercy. 
The novel attracts attention not only with a sharp and dynamic 
plot, but also with interesting historical facts and thorough 
source material.

Also by Mark Korda
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Viktor Yankevych (born 1986) is a Ukrainian writer, lawyer and economist by 
education. He is the author of books in the genre of detective prose, as well 
as a number of poems that were published in Ukrainian almanacs and literary 
magazines.

author: Viktor Yankevych
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No wonder the writer can involuntarily predict the events... 
The name of the presentation of detective stories 
suddenly became a reality, a real horror for him and 
for guests of the event, among whom we meet many 
well-known personalities of Ukraine. Julia Levytska —  
a librarian and a detective — will unravel a tight knot and, of 
course, find a murderer.  

 * * * 
The main character of the detective story “Revenge” is  
a librarian who, by coincidence, not only masterfully solved the 
crime in a foreign town, but also met her beloved one. But was 
it a fortune? Beautiful town Kremenets, in which the events 
take place, serves not only as a background of the depicted 
story. It is alive. The author will inspire everyone who reads this 
novel to fall in love with this town. 

Also by Viktor Yankevych
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Viktor Yankevych (born 1986) is a Ukrainian writer, lawyer and economist by 
education. He is the author of books in the genre of detective prose, as well 
as a number of poems that were published in Ukrainian almanacs and literary 
magazines.

author: Viktor Yankevych
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In this hectic, multifaceted, eventful world, where one should 
strive for solitude, we suffer from... loneliness. It would be nice 
if, on the one hand, no one “would tell you what to do”… but 
on the other hand, no one would be knocked out of a clearly 
organized line of “right” people. And the “wrong” people are 
desperate to be heard and are looking for salvation on the 
Internet... And suddenly there appears a girl...

Also by Viktor Yankevych
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Iryna Nova (Beshchetnova) is a Ukrainian playwright, screenwriter, poet, director,
and acting coach. Born in Kharkiv, she has worked as the head of the literary and
dramaturgical department of the Kharkiv State Youth Theatre, as an actress and
stage director of private theatres.

These poems were written between 2022 and 2024 
against the backdrop of the Russian-Ukrainian war, 
during my forced relocations — from Kharkiv abroad, 
and then to Lviv. They reflect my experience in all its 
diversity. 

About the title: 200 grams — that’s approximately 
how much a small book weighs. And this one is made 
of poems. 

So be it: 200 Grams of Poetry. As for the content: Remember 
those Every-Flavour Beans from the Harry Potter books, 
where you could get anything from strawberry to earwax? 
These poems are just like that — a full assortment: 
War, Refugee Life, Family, Existential, Night, Summer, Love, 
Surrealism, and Creativity.

author: Iryna Nova
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Ivan Khabinets was born on January 25, 1955, in the Ternopil region, in the village 
of Ozeryany, Borshchiv District. Master of Sports. Coach of chess, international 
checkers, and 64-square checkers. Musician. Poet. Prose writer. Former Ukrainian 
champion in intellectual sports. 
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The book “Legends of Ukraine” is a journey into the enchanting 
world of folklore, captivating myths, and legends that come 
to life, weaving the past with the present. Each legend is not 
only a reflection of the Ukrainian soul but also a lesson we can 
learn for ourselves. This is a book for those who love history 
and seek to feel the heartbeat of Ukraine.
In this collection, you will find stories about the brave 
Cossacks who defended their land, about the mystique of the 
Carpathians, where the shadows of mountain spirits dance in 
the night sky, and about ancient cities that preserve legends 
of love, betrayal, and hope. You’ll learn about mysterious 
disappearances, heavenly protectors, and souls that haven’t 
left their homes even after death.

Also by Ivan Khabinets
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Borys Shchavurskyi is a Ukrainian poet, literary critic, and editor. He has been a 
member of the National Union of Writers since 1994. Since 1997, he has been 
a senior editor at the Bohdan Publishing House. Author of the books “Midyaki” 
(1992), “The Right Bank of the Sad River” (1994), “Midyaki, Selected Works” (2000), 
“Silver and Gold Poems” (2003), “Kipyachka: Biography of the Fatherland” (2015). 
Compiler of the anthologies: “The European Middle Ages: a Literary Anthology”, 
“Book of Love”, “Book of Life”, “Book of Death” and many others. 

This guide could rightfully be called (following J. L. Borges) 
the Book of Sand — in the sense that it, like the original Book 
of Sand, which was bought from a stranger Scotsman for a 
monthly pension and a Wycliffe Bible, and like that sand, has 
neither beginning nor end. The number of pages in it could be 
infinite, as infinite as the universe that we call Science Fiction 
is, if not for the unpleasant obviousness: the author-compiler 
is fully aware that those hundred or so involved authors 
and a little over a thousand processed articles are a drop in 
the ocean of Science Fiction. Be that as it may, even in this 
form, this guide offers a whole set of terms and concepts 
from the most diverse areas of the science fiction universe, 
created by the imagination of the most talented science 
fiction writers abroad: improbable planets and strange 
races, amazing technologies and incredible monsters... 
And finally, we would like to express the hope that this book is 
only the first step in the “inventory” of the science fiction universe. 
“A Short Guide to the Universe: Planets, Races, Technologies” 
is the first encyclopedic publication in Ukraine dedicated 
to science fiction. It includes about 1,100 mini-articles-
terms, covering the work of 125 science fiction authors. 
The selection of authors and their works is unsystematic and 
is based rather on the preferences of the author-compiler. 
The science fiction works covered are diverse in genre — 
here you will find both novel cycles and individual novels, 
as well as short stories and short stories. An elegant 
and richly illustrated edition for all science fiction fans. 
Cover by Romana Romanyshyn and Andriy Lesiv (art studio 
“Agrafka”).

author: Borys Shchavurskyi
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Oleh Klymenko (born 1951) is a сandidate of Sciences. Graduated from Ivan 
Franko National University of Lviv, specializing in historical sciences. His novel 
“There, beyond the River Zbruch” was awarded B. Lepkyi literary prize.

author: Oleh Klymenko
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 For the first time in the Ukrainian historiography the 

prior unknown material — bofons, money documents 
of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (the OUN), 
was widely analyzed by means of the help of methods 
of special historical disciplines and were generalized in 
the monograph on the basis of study of the large set of 
documents. The stages of their evolution, social, economic 
and political functions and their importance as economic and 
historical sources are presented in this scientific research.  
The military fund of the Ukrainian Military Organization 
(UVO) and that of the OUN dates back to the creation 
and development of the OUN. Bofons are impartial 
witnesses of the historical events of that time. They 
played an important role in the system of social and 
economic relations. Because of the different circumstances 
and conditions of the rebellious struggle, during the time of 
their evolution they went through a rather difficult way: from 
donation receipts to requisitional receipts.
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