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— Cenbliope, BU IOTpanm/In He 3a afjpecoro! — Buryknyna Bepo-
HiKa.

AJle 40/IOBIK, CXOIIMBIIY JIiBYMHY 32 PYKY, IIOTATHYB 0 cebe.

— MeHi mogo6aeTbcs, KON TH BifIMOBIIAELL, Ta Iie B)Ke Habpuyiae.
Kpyruin meni ronoBy 6inbIn sik miBpoky. 5 >k ckasas, 110 He 00paxky
Tebe, TV MaTMMell yce, YOTO 3aXOYellL...

Bupsasum pyky, Beponika Binbirsa fo BikHa.

— Hep>xe BaM BaXKO 3p0O3yMiTH, 110 BY ITOTPAIVIN BCe-TaKU He
Typu?!

— CoHeYKO, Taka TBOS IOBeJiHKa IIPOJOBXYE MeHi HabpugaTu
i crloHykae B3ATH Iie, YOTO XO4y, 0€3KOWITOBHO... IToromxyiicss Ha
MOIO IIPOIIO3UILiIO, i 51 Tebe 0307109y... Ty X mpuixaia 3apo6uTy rpouri,
a s 1aio ToOi TaKy MOXKJIUBICTb...

— 41 Bam BIA4YHA, ajle Ballla MaTy IJIATUTh MEHI JOCTaTHBO...

— Mosxy 3pobutu TaK, o Tu 6iblie He MpaIOBaTUMEN TYT... —
IPOCKPUIIIB Kpi3b 3yOM 4O/IOBIK i IIOYaB HAOMVDKATUCS O HiBUMHUA.
A BoHa 3i cepi103HUM O0IMYYSAM i CTPAXOM y AYILIi AVBUIACSA Ha HBOTO.

— Bu Bxxe pobure me... — mpollenoTina fiBuMHa i, BMUTD Bif-
YYHUBIIN BiKHO, CTpMOHY/Ia Ha MiIBIKOHHMK. I3 BUCOTH Apyroro mo-
BepXy nornsanyna BHu3. — llle Kpok — i A KMHycA gopony.

— He Tpeba Takux >kepTB, s BIIEBHEHUIL: 1€, YOro Oakaio, cTa-
HeTbCsA SIKIIO He CbOTOfHI, TO 3aBTpa. A A BMIil0 4eKaTH, OT i Imode-
KaeMo.

— byne xpaine, AKII0 BM 3yNMHUTECH...
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— ITo Tyt nieTbcsA? — Hade 6AaTOroM, YAApUB TOIOC XKiHKM, AKa
3alIIa 7o KiMHaTH.

— Bam cuH Hamaraerbcs 3alpOIIOHYBaTM MeHi poboTy i xodue
3BIIBHUTU M€eHe BiJI Bac...

— Jlenice, ckibku 1je pa3iB Maro IOBTOPIOBATH, 100 TV 0OXOAUB
110 IiBYMHY AeCATUMU JOPOraMus..

— Mamo, Tu )X MeHe 3Ha€lL: Koju A ii 6auy — He pydatocs 3a cebe.

— JleHice, mocrapaiicad NOBOAUTUACA MOPAMHO, AKIIO XOYelll e
HPUXOJUTU B Iielt 6yauHOK. BBakato, 1110 ToOi Mae BUCTa4aTu TUX KO-
XaHOK, AIKMX TV Ma€ll...

— Mawmo, 1 )X My>K4MHa...

— A [Ipy>XMHY 3a/IOBOJIbHUTY HE MOYKEIIL...

— Jlymaro, o y Hel € KOMY 3alOBOJIbHATH 1.

— Bepo, — 3BepHyacs XiHKa 10 AiBUMHIY, KA 3icTpnbHYIa 3 mif-
BikOoHHA. — IliiM Ha KyXHIO i IPUTOTYJi MEHi KaBy.

— A ceHbliop? — 3annTana Beponixa.

— CeHblIOp 3a/IMIINTDh HAC 4Yepe3 Ki/lbKa XBWINH, — IIOBiIbHO
IpoKasasa JKiHkKa J1 oOIIek/Ia morAoM cuHa. Bin ycmixHyBcs:

— Tak, 3BicHO, g 3a0ir nuuIe Ha KiJlbKa XBWIVH, 1 BXKe MIy...

Beponika BuiiiIa Ha KyXHIO, 3a/IMIIVBIIY MaTip Ta CMHa, i mo4yaia
TOTyBaTy CeHbIOpPi KaBy. 3a Killbka XBUIMH, KO NPUEMHUI 3amax
3aII0JIOHMB KiMHATY, 10 KyXHi TUX0 IpoKpascs [lenic. Bigaysmm iioro
NIPUCYTHICTD, IiBYMHA Pi3KO IIOBEPHY/IACDH i CXOIMIIA HOXKA.

— He 6iiics, Kpuxitko, 51 He 3po6io To6i Hivoro moranoro. IIpo-
CTO 6a)Kako IIOTOBOPUTH 3 TOOOIO. ..

— Cemnbitope JleHice, J0O3BOIbTEe MEHi BUKOHYBAaTM CBOX poOOTY.
He xouy, 1106 51 a60 BU Ma/Iil HEIIPMEMHOCTAI...

— Tu w0, 1aKa€elr MeHe?

— Hi, nonepemxaro!

— Jenice! — o60€ 3gpurHynucs Bix ronocy cenbitopu. — A my-
MaJla, 110 TU B)Ke IIIIOB JomoMy!

— MamMmo, s X014y HOTOBOPUTH 3 HEIO BiU-Ha-Bid...

— Jenice, ™1 abo iigenr i3 6yAMHKY, a00 He OTPUMAELI T'POLIIE,
SIKMX TaK IparHenr. Bubip 3a To6oro.

— Ilpowmasait, ns1e4xo, My e 3ycTpinemocs! O6insio!
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CTaHOBUII, TMM Oi/IbIlIe IIepeft HAlIO rocTero. Terep BOHA AyMae, 110
A 6e3xamicHuit. A xi6a A kapaB Bac 6e3 npuunHN? Xiba He TypOyBaBCa
mpo Bac? Xiba Majio yBaru npuiinsas BaM? — noaas Pigapy, oXonuBIm
pyxoro rpyau ITaonu. — Ilo ckakelll Ha CBOE BUNIPaBaHHA?

— IIpomty Bac, cenbiiope, — IpolIenTana BOHA, ONYCTUBIINCH Ha
KOJIiHa, KO/IM BiH BiJIIyCTUB il BOIOCCA. O6HABIINM HOTH, TOYa/Ia imy-
BaTH IX, IUTaKaTy i1 6;1aratu: — He BingaBaiite MeHe HikoMy, po6iTh 3i
MHOI0, 1IJ0 X04eTe, TI/IbKM He BifijaBaliTe MeHe HikoMy!

— Tu xouem 6yTu 3i MHOI0O?

— Tak, TiIbKM He BifgaBaiiTe MeHe...

3HoBy B3sBIM Ilaony 3a Bosoccs, BiH nigHAB ii Ha HOTM. EXMUIHO
MIOCMIXaIo4YMCh, BAVB/IABCSA B 00/IMYYA [JiBUMHH, SIKe BUPAXKA/IO CTPaX,
6inb i 6araHHA.

— Twu cama 1poro XOTiNAa...

[Migaasmm ITaony, BiH kMHYB ii Ha TDKKO i, MTOBepHYBIIN [0 cebe
CIVHOIO, OIIYCTVB HOTY AiBYMHM Ha Iijiory. Po3cTiOHyBIINM 3aMOY0OK
HITaHiB, rpy6o oBonofis [Taosorw, sika Kycana KOBApPY, 106K He Kpu-
yaty. HixTo He 4yB i He 3HaB, UMM 3aKiHUMIacA 1A Bedipka. TaeMHO
BUIK/IMKaJIN JIiKaps, AKUI ornAnyB [laony, i iomy oBenocs Tpoxu 1mo-

IIpaIoBaT! Hafl Helo, 60 10Tk Pivapya 6yna Bennkoro, 10 4epes pos-
Pp¥BU B JiBYVMHY IPU3BEIN 4O HAJMipHOI KPOBOTEYi.

— Jlobporo paHKy, ceHbliopuHO Bepo! — mouysna giBumHa romoc
Jlopwm, Koy Ta 3ailluIa o KiMHATH.

— JJo6poro panky, Jlopo, — Binnosina Beponika.

— SIxmjo 3apas mifHiMeTecs, ToO BCTUTHETEe Ha IIPOTY/ISHKY Iepef
06ioM, 60 Ha CHIJAHOK BY B>K€ 3aIli3HUINCA...
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— Tak, cupaspi, — NPOTATHY/IA JiBYMHA, IOAMBUBIINCD Y BIKHO,
ne 6y10 BUJIHO, 1110 COHIIe BMCOKO. — I cripaBjii mpocnana CHijaHOK...

— Aute K110 3apa3 mifiHiMeTecs, TO BCTUTHeTe Ha 00if], CEHbITOp
Pigapp yekae Ha Bac.

— MeHe MajIo XBUIIOE JIOTO O4iKyBaHHS, ajleé IOYyBAIOC TaKy TO-
JIOHOIO.

Jlopa uyekaja, IOKM JiBUMHA HifHiIMeTbCsA. 3acTenmua JIDKKO i,
3HABIIN 3 Bepo copouky, moBesa B Ay, /e M SIKOI0 I'yOKOI0 o6Tepia
Ti/10. A IOTIM CTY>KHUIA HillIa B rapfiepo6 i, BUOpaBIIM CYKHIO, PO3-
K/lana il Ha JIDKKy. BepoHika 3aBMeprna Ha MOpoO3i, 3aKyTaBIIM Tio
B PYLIHIK, i He MOIJIa BifjipBaTV IOTIAAY Biff HKHO-TOTY0OTO IIOBKY,
o 7eXkaB Ha mokpusaimi. Iligiiima 11 goTopkHyIacAa KO aT/IacHOTO
MaTepiaiy, 3 sikoro 6yB mommtuit ji¢ i3 mekonbTe, 0061aroIKEeHNI
moBKOM. [[iBUMHa HaBiTb He NTOMITIIIA, AK JIopa 3H:A/A 3 Hel pyLIHNK
i HaKMHYy/a CYKHIO. 3aKpiNMBIIM KOPCET i HONMPaBUBIIN SOBIY IUILIHY
CHifHMIO, TifBeNa 10 A3epKana, mobmu Bepo morma mobauntu cebe
Ha IOBHMII 3picT. Pykas y BUIJIAAL A3BOHMKA OYB 3aKpilUIeHUI /Ieb
HIDKYE TUIeYa JI IePeXOhUB Y NEeKOJbTE, 10 BiIKpMUBaao MUILIHY Yac-
TUHY I'PYyJeif, a KopcerT Ije 6i/bIe makpecnoBas TOHKY Tanio. CykHA
Oy’1a IommTa y CTapOBMHHOMY CTW, ajIe BUITIAMA/IA IIOPiBHAHO MPO-
cTo 11 yKe rapHo. 1I1o6 3po6uTy Kpoku, AiBYMHI JOBOAVIIOCH MifgHI-
MmaTu crigauo. ITigiimosmm 1o a3epkana, Bepo cina B M’sike kpicro,
a Jlopa B3A/Ia WiTKy I IIBUJKMMM PyXaMM BUK/Iaja ii BOJIoccA y Kpa-
CUBY 3a4icKy, 3akpinmsiuy ii kizbkoma mmmibkamu. Komu Beponika
e pa3 HMoAMBWIAcs Ha cebe y CBiuazo, TO He MOIJIA BifjipBaTu IO-
riany. HixkHo-romyonit konip cykHi igeaspHO rapMoHyBaB 3 ii TONy-
O6vMM ounMa Ta Oi/IIBUM BOTOCCSM.

— Bu — xpacyns!

— Tyt wo, iHII0TO OAATY HEMAa?

— Cemnbitop Piuapp npurorysas lie crieljiaJIbHO [ Bac, i BiH, K
6a4nTe, He IOMUINBCA...

— Tak, He moMunIMBCA, — cKa3ana Beporika, B3yBIIU Ty(bni Ha BU-
COKuX nifioopax. B3yTTs 6y0 KpacuBMUM i 3py4HUM.

Bepo Buitiuia y kopupop.

Y takux Ty¢ax 6yn0 HabaraTo 3pydHille iiTH B IIili CyKHi, IO 10-
cArasia Mifi/Iory, WypXOTsA4YM HU30M 110 KWinMi. 3ifII0BIIN [0 IOJIO-

246



— Io? — Bike crokiitHO ckasana Beponika. Hikosnac migiimos
o Hel.

Konu itoro pyku TOpKHyIuCH ii pyK, BOHa IOAMBMIACSA Ha HUX
i TiIbKM Temep 3po3yMina, IO HAa[ATO CUJIbHO 3aTHCHYyNIa HiX. Kpos
IPOJOBXXyBajla CKalyBaTy Ha mimory. Hikosac xoriB 3abpatu itoro,
aJsle IiBUMHA He JlajIa 1boro 3poburyu. CTaBIM Iepej Helo Ha KOJiHa,
Hixomnac oxonms ii cTaH pyKaMu /i MOBMB:

— Ile s Maro mpocuTy MpobadeHHs, 0 He 3pa3y 3po3yMiB Tebe...
Hiko, npoury, Bu6ad, 6yfb yacka, 3Halo, IO 3aIofisB Tobi 6araTto
60510, ajie MOi ou4i 6ym/[ 3acyilUIeHi AVIKOK PEBHICTIO, HE TAMUB, 11O
po6ito. IToBip, s Binmam >xutTs 3a Tebe. ko 6 T He oOMaHyIa MeHe,
KO/IM CKa3aja, 1o Tu i Pivapp... A 51, nypeHb, noBipus T06i, He MOAY-
MaBIIIM, 11O TV Ha TaKe He 3/1aTHA. TIIbKM CUIOK0 BiH Mir 6u Tebe 3my-
cuTy, iHaK1Ie 6 TM HiKo/M oMy He ganacs. To6i, Hiko, Tpeba 6ymo Bce
pO3NOBiCTY Bifipasy, a TU Ille CUJIbHIillIe 3aIUIyTajaa MOI JyMKM, IiC/d
90ro A 60>KeBOJIB...

Hikomac npunas o6nmyuam go Bepowniky, i panToM BoHa Bifuya
HepIli TOMWTOBXY AUTVHY. BoHM Oy/IM HaCTiIIbKY CUJIBHI, 11JO YOJIOBIK
TaKOX CTpelneHyBcsA. Bin mopguBuBca B oui Bepo. 3a MUTh Bif4yB, fK i3
ii pyk BMIIaB HiX Ta 3 TIyXUM CTYKOM yfiapuBch 06 miprory. Pykn Hi-
KOJIaca IIOBI/IbHO KOB3HY/IM HaIlepef, /Iefb TOPKAIOYNCh )X1BOoTa Bepo,
B AIKOMY POCJIa JIOTO JUTHUHA.

3aTHCHYBIIN PyKY, 1100 3yIIMHUTY KPOB, BepoHika 3pobuia Kpok
i saBmepna. Hikosac migHaBscs.

— Hiko! — jtoro ronoc 6yB tBepauMm. Ilyma Beponiku MOBYKM
03Bajiacs YMMOCH OCi 111 HeBijoMIUM.

Pantom Beponika 3ayBakuna B pykax Hikomaca HiX, AKMM BiH
36mpaBcs mmopisatu cobi BeHM!.

— Moe XnTTs MeHi He TOTPiOHe, K10 opsif He 6ye Tebe, Hiko!

— Hi! — BukpukHyna BoHa, MOOAYMBIIY, K HDXK OIyCKAa€TbCS,
1t HakpuIa pyKy Hikomaca cBoero.

Tuxmit ckpun metany, i Bonu saBMepiu. Hikosac He BCTUT 3ymnn-
HUTHU PYKY, sIKa OITycKasacs, o6 3pobutn nopis. O60€ moguBmincs
Ha JIe30 HOXKa, IO 3YNMHMIOCA Ha LIMPOKOMY 30/10TOMYy Opacieri
Ha pyui aiBunHu. Ile Oyna enuua piv i3 mpukpac, KOTpy BOHa B3siia
3 6ynuuky Pivappa. KomroBHicTb Oyiia ineHTH4Ha Tiil, Ky Beponika
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HOCMJIa Ha HO3i 1 He 3HiMana Ha npoxaHH:A Pidapma. Hikomac ogpasy
BIIi3HaB IPUKPACY i BCMIXHYBCA:

— 41 6yB HempaBmii, KON XOTiB, 100 TH 3HATA JIOTO KOLITOB-
HOCTi. Af>Ke BiH KoxaB Tebe. | HaBiTh Temep crapaerbcs obepiratin...
A mo6mro0 Tebe, Hiko, i BUMHIO TaK caMO, $K i BiH, AKIIO HE IIOTOUIICA
BUIITY 3a MEHE 3aMDX...

— Tu BTpavaem posyMm! — TXo MOBIMJIA BOHA, BCe 1je TPUMAIUN
JI0TO PYKY.

— Tak, s1 BXXe BTpaTUB PO3yM, ajie BTpAaTUB 110ro uepes Tebe! Moe
KOXaHHs — BOICTUHY 10 HECTAMM... BUX0zIb 3a MeHe 3aMiX, i s1 3po6IIo
Bce, 00 T OyJIa ac/InBOI...

Hikomac craB nepep BepoHikoro Ha KOJIHO i BUIHAB i3 KMIIEHi
6imy 6apxaTHy KOpo60ouKy. BimuranBmm 1i, mogas fiBunHi. Bona 3 mo-
AVBOM IIOAVBI/IACS HA KOIITOBHICTD. Binmit fiaManT OyB onpasieHui
y 6ire 30/10TO, IIEPCTEHbD 3/1aBaBCs IIPOCTHUM, HACIIPAB/i X HaleXas [0
HaJA3BUYAHUX.

— Buiiziernt 3a meHe 3amik? — 3anuras Hikomac, konn Bepo B3sna
KaOTyuKy.

— 3a opHiel ymoBM! — BifIIOBizIa BOHA, MUTD IOJ[yMaBUIN.

— Cryxaro...

— o T Hi Ha [leHDb He 3aIMIIATUMELI MeHe.

— HasiTb Ha Kinbka XBuIMH! — ycMixHyBcA BiH i, ofarnysim Be-
PpOHilLli mepCTeHb Ta MiAXONMBIIY ii HA PyKU, IIBUAKMMM KPOKaMM 110-
4aB MigHIMaTUCA Ha Apyruit mosepx. — S Oinbllie HIKOMY He JO3BOJIIO
po3’enHaTI/{ Hac. bo Ttu — mos, Hiko, Tinbku mos!

Cepnenv 2008 — scosmerv 2013.
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