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Ïåðåäìîâà

Æàðò, óñì³øêà ÷è àíåêäîò ñóïðîâîäæóþòü íàñ ó æèòò³ ïîâñÿê÷àñ. Æàíð
öåé � îñîáëèâèé âèä ôîëüêëîðó, áî òâîðèòüñÿ â³í íàðîäîì ³ ïåðåõîäèòü ç óñò
â óñòà, â³ä ïîêîë³ííÿ äî ïîêîë³ííÿ.

Ïîáóòóº äóìêà, ùî àíãë³éñüêèé ãóìîð � äîñòàòíüî âèòîí÷åíèé. Ùî æ,
ìîæëèâî. Íà íàøó äóìêó, ãóìîð íå ìàº êîðäîí³â ÷è ÿêèõîñü îñîáëèâèõ
íàö³îíàëüíèõ â³äì³ííîñòåé. Àäæå óñ³ ìè � ëþäè. ² âàäè òà õèáè ïðèòàìàíí³
êîæíîìó ç íàñ, íåçàëåæíî â³ä íàö³îíàëüíî¿ ïðèíàëåæíîñò³.

Ïðîïîíîâàíèé ïîñ³áíèê ì³ñòèòü 100 àíåêäîò³â, ð³çíèõ çà ôîðìîþ, îáñÿãîì
òà çì³ñòîì. Äî êîæíîãî æàðòó ïîäàíî ñëîâíèêîâèé êîìåíòàð, ùî ïîëåãøóº
ñïðèéíÿòòÿ òåêñòó. Êîæíà óñì³øêà ñóïðîâîäæóºòüñÿ áëîêîì çàïèòàíü òà çàâäàíü,
êîòð³ ñïðèÿþòü ðîçâèòêîâ³ ìîâëåííºâèõ òà ìèñëåííºâèõ çä³áíîñòåé ó÷íÿ.

Íàâ÷àëüíèé ïîñ³áíèê àäðåñîâàíî ñòàðøîêëàñíèêàì óñ³õ òèï³â ñåðåäí³õ
íàâ÷àëüíèõ çàêëàä³â � øê³ë, ë³öå¿â, ã³ìíàç³é, ó÷íÿì ó÷èëèù, òåõí³êóì³â, êîëåäæ³â,
à òàêîæ óñ³ì, õòî âèâ÷àº àíãë³éñüêó ìîâó ñàìîñò³éíî ÷è ç ðåïåòèòîðîì.
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A bachelor

Katherine:  Hasn�t Robert ever married?
Barbara:    No. And I don�t think he intends to, because he�s studying

for a bachelor�s degree.
__________________________________________________________________ Vocabulary notes

bachelor � 1. íåîäðóæåíèé; õîëîñòÿê;
   2. áàêàëàâð (ìîëîäøèé â÷åíèé ñòóï³íü)

to intend � ìàòè íàì³ð; çáèðàòèñÿ;
   syn. to be going to do smth.

_______________________________________________________________ Questions and tasks

1. Who are the characters of the episode?
2. Whom did Katherine and Barbara speak about?
3. Why wasn�t Robert married, to Barbara�s mind?
4. How is the humorous effect achieved in the joke?
5. Do you like the title of the story? What your own title would you suggest?
6. Give a written exposition of the joke, please.

Be careful!

Mistress: Be careful not to drop those china dishes, Norah.
Maid: Don�t worry, ma�am. If they did fall they are too light to

hurt my feet.
__________________________________________________________________ Vocabulary notes

china � ïîðöåëÿíîâèé; syn. porcelain;
ma�am � (ñêîð. â³ä madam) ïàí³ (çâåðòàííÿ);
to hurt � çàáèòè, ïîðàíèòè.

_______________________________________________________________ Questions and tasks

1. Who are the characters of the dialogue?
2. What did the mistress ask her maid?
3. How did the maid understand her mistress?
4. What title of your own would you suggest to the joke?
5. Will you retell the text in indirect speech?
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I am not afraid

� Matilda, when you wait on the table tonight, don�t display any
jewelry before my guests, please.

� Oh, I�m not afraid, ma�am.
__________________________________________________________________ Vocabulary notes

to wait on the table � ïðèñëóæóâàòè çà ñòîëîì,
òàêîæ: to wait at the table,

to wait upon the table;
to display � ïîêàçóâàòè, syn.: to show;
jewelry � êîøòîâíîñò³; þâåë³ðí³ âèðîáè.

_______________________________________________________________ Questions and tasks

1. Who are the characters of the story?
2. What did the mistress ask Matilda about?
3. Did Matilda understand her mistress?
4. Did Matilda say so on purpose?
5. What title of your own would you give to the joke?
6. Retell the text in indirect speech, please.

Your feet

� Darling, you would be a marvellous dancer but for two things.
� What are they, sweetheart?
� Your feet.

__________________________________________________________________ Vocabulary notes

marvellous � ÷óäîâèé, äèâîâèæíèé;
but for � ÿêáè íå, êîëè á íå;
sweetheart � êîõàíèé, ëþáèé, äîðîãèé (ó çâåðòàíí³).

_______________________________________________________________ Questions and tasks

1. Who are the characters of the joke?
2. What pretension did the girl have to her beloved fellow?
3. Was her darling very glad to hear it?
4. What would you do if your partner happened to be a clumsy dancer?
5. Are you a marvellous dancer?
6. What title of your own would you give to the text?
7. Retell the joke in indirect speech, please.
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In the absence of your grace

The Duke of Marlborough had an emu given to him. It was sent to
Blenheim, and great interest was taken in the chances of its capacity for
procreation in that country.

Eventually it laid an egg. The Duke and Duchess were away from
home, so a telegram was sent to the latter by the agent to apprise her of
the event. It was in these terms: �Emu has laid an egg. In the absence
of Your Grace have put goose to sit on it.�
_________________________________________________________________ Vocabulary notes:

duke � ãåðöîã; duchess � ãåðöîãèíÿ;
procreation � ðîçìíîæåííÿ, syn. reproduction;
eventually � çðåøòîþ; syn. at last;
to apprise � ïîâ³äîìëÿòè, syn. to inform;
term � âèñë³â, ñëîâî;
Your Grace � Âàøà ìèëîñòå;
emu � åìó (ð³ä íåë³òàþ÷èõ ïòàõ³â, ïîøèðåíèõ â Àâñòðàë³¿ ³ Òàñìàí³¿).

_______________________________________________________________ Questions and tasks

1. What did the Duke of Marlborough have?
2. Why was the emu sent to Blenheim?
3. What was the matter with the emu?
4. Where were the Duke and Duchess then?
5. What was sent to the Duchess?
6. What was the content of the telegram?
7. How is the comic effect achieved in the joke?
8. What title would you give to the text?
9. Retell the joke, please.

Shave my head

Mr Bush went into a barber�s shop and asked the barber how much
a haircut was.

�A pound�, said the barber.
�How much is a shave?� asked Mr Bush.
�Fifty pence�, answered the barber.
�Shave my head�, said Mr Bush.
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__________________________________________________________________ Vocabulary notes

barber � ïåðóêàð, barber�s shop � ïåðóêàðíÿ;
haircut � ñòðèæêà;
to shave � ãîëèòè (ñÿ); shave � ãîë³ííÿ.

_______________________________________________________________ Questions and tasks

1. Who are the characters of the episode?
2. Why did Mr Bush go to the barber�s?
3. What was the cost of a haircut?
4. What was the cost of a shave?
5. Why did Mr Bush decide to have his head shaved?
6. How could you describe him as a person?
7. What title of your own would you suggest?
8. Would you retell the text?

I am not a swan

Lodger: Madam, this morning when I bathed I found only a
nail-brush in the bathroom. I can�t wash my back with a nail-brush.

Landlady: Well, you have a tongue in your head, haven�t you?
Lodger: Yes, but I�m not a swan.

__________________________________________________________________ Vocabulary notes

lodger �  ïîæèëåöü; to lodge � íàéìàòè ê³ìíàòó;
landlady � âëàñíèöÿ ïîìåøêàííÿ, ùî çäàºòüñÿ âíàéìè;
nail-brush � ù³òî÷êà äëÿ í³ãò³â;
swan � ëåá³äü; to bathe � êóïàòèñÿ.

______________________________________________________________ Questions and tasks:

1. Who are the characters of the dialogue?
2. What did the lodger complain of?
3. What was the landlady�s reaction?
4. Why did the lodger answer that he was not a swan?
5. What would you do if you were a lodger?
6. What would you do if you were a landlady?
7. What title of your own would you give to the joke?
8. Retell the text in indirect speech, please.
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A gentleman

Ferguson was driving his girl through the park one hot summer night
when they passed a pop-corn stand. �Yum�, said the girl. �That pop-
corn smells good�.

�Wait a minute�, said Ferguson generously, �and I will drive up closer
so you can get a better whiff of it�.
__________________________________________________________________ Vocabulary notes

pop-corn � êóêóðóäçÿí³ áàðàíö³;
stand � ê³îñê;
yum � äèòÿ÷å: ñìà÷íèé;
generously � âåëèêîäóøíî;
whiff � ïîäóâ; ñëàáêèé çàïàõ.

_______________________________________________________________ Questions and tasks

1. Whom was Ferguson driving through the park one hot summer night?
2. Where did they pass?
3. What was the girl�s excitement?
4. What did Ferguson promise her?
5. Do you consider Ferguson to be a gentleman?
6. Would you like to have such a boyfriend?
7. What your own title would you suggest to the joke?
8. Will you be so generous to retell the text?

Are you getting off?

Rex Stout, the whiskered creator of the detective �Hero Wolf�, was
a passenger aboard a crowded Madison Avenue bus one day. An
aggressive little man battled his way to Stout�s side and unable to reach
a strap, forthwith clutched a strand of the author�s beard in a grip of
iron.

Stout spluttered indignantly for a full block and finally demanded,
�Will you kindly take your paws from my beard?�

�What�s the matter, mister?� said the little man. �Are you getting
off?�
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__________________________________________________________________ Vocabulary notes

whiskered � ç áàêàìè ³ áîðîäîþ;
strap � ðåì³íü (òóò: â àâòîáóñ³);
forthwith � â³äðàçó, íåãàéíî, syn.: immediately;
to clutch � ñõîïëþâàòè, syn.: to seize;
strand � ïàñìî (âîëîññÿ);
grip � ñòèñêóâàííÿ; to grip � ñõîïëþâàòè, ì³öíî òðèìàòè; syn.: to clutch, to seize;
to splutter = to sputter � ñè÷àòè;
indignantly � îáóðåíî;
block � ãðóïà (here: bus).

_______________________________________________________________ Questions and tasks

1. What was Rex Stout?
2. Who battled the way to Stout�s side?
3. What did the little man do?
4. What was Rex Stout�s reaction?
5. Was the little man surprised?
6. What would you do if somebody clutched your beard in a grip of iron instead of

reaching a bus strap?
7. Can you give a title of your own to the joke?
8. Will you be so nice to retell the text?

I will wire for them

The bore had outstayed his welcome and at the end of a fortnight his
host thought of a sure way of getting rid of him.

�Don�t you think your wife and family must be getting tired of being
separated from you?� he asked the unwanted visitor.

�It never occurred to me�, replied the latter. �But now you put it so
nicely, I will wire for them to come down and join us.�
__________________________________________________________________ Vocabulary notes

to outstay � ïåðåâåðøóâàòè âèòðèâàë³ñòþ;
to outstay smb�s welcome � çëîâæèâàòè ãîñòèíí³ñòþ;
host � ãîñïîäàð äîìó;
to get rid of smb � ïîçáóòèñÿ êîãîñü;
to occur to smb � ñïàäàòè êîìóñü íà äóìêó;
to wire for smb � òåëåãðàôóâàòè êîìóñü;
bore � íóäíà ëþäèíà, çàíóäà.
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_______________________________________________________________ Questions and tasks

1. Who was outstayed his welcome?
2. What did the host think of?
3. What was the host�s idea?
4. How did the guest accept the host�s idea?
5. What would you do in this occasion if you were the host?
6. What your own title would you suggest to the joke?
7. Can you retell the text in indirect speech?

The biggest liar in Virginia

The man on the bridge addressed the solitary fisherman.
�Any luck?� he asked.
�Any luck!� was the answer. �Why, I got forty pikes out of here

yeaterday�.
�Do you know who I am?�
�No�, said the fisherman.
�I�m the chief magistrate here and all this estate is mine.�
�And do you know who I am?� asked the fisherman quickly.
 �No.�
�I�m the biggest liar in Virginia.�

__________________________________________________________________ Vocabulary notes

solitary � ñàìîòí³é, syn.: single;
pike � ùóêà (pl. � pikes);
magistrate � ñóääÿ;
estate � ìàºòîê, çåìåëüíå âîëîä³ííÿ;
liar � áðåõóí, to lie (lied, lied) � áðåõàòè.

_______________________________________________________________ Questions and tasks

1. Who are the characters of the episode?
2. Was the fisherman a liar indeed?
3. What kind of man was he?
4. What title of your own would you give to the joke?
5. Retell the text in indirect speech, please.


