FEPIEJb

opasy, KOJIM HaJ, MiCTOM CXOJWB XOJIOAHWUM Micslb i TiHi cTa-

BaJIM LIIbHUMHU ¥ [yNKUMH, [epresieBi BBUXKaBCS OAMH i TOM
camMu¥ coH. BiH 3aBxau noynHaBcs 3i 3BYKy. Tuxoro. O6epexHoro. Ilo-
JIOXJIUBO-NIPOTs>kHOTO. [loTiM XTOCh KpaZbkoMa ApibOTIB MOKpiBJIELO,
BUCKAKyBaB Ha napareT 1 yBa)XHO BUBJIABCA B TEMPSABY, CTOAAYHY Ha ca-
MiciHbKOMY Kpai — /iecb MiX JJaxoM Ta He6oM. Y 1ieii MoMeHT [epresieBi
3aBX/j¥ [epexoI/II0BaJIo NOoAKX, 60 BiH TOYHO 3HaB, 1110 Oyze AaJli.

— Hi! — HamaraBcs BUT'yKHYTH BiH, ajle 4OMyCb He Mir. HaToMicTb
NOYUHAB 0€3M0pa/IHO OUTU KPpUJIAMH.

XTOCh 03MpaBcs — i MOPOK NPOHU3YBaJIU /jBa CPibIACTO-KOBTI BOT-
HUKU. [loTiM BiH poOUB KPOK ynepes i 3HUKaB, PO3YUHAOYUCh Y MicSY-
HOMY CSIMBI.

— Hi! — BKoTpe HamMaraBcsi CKpUKHYTH [epreJib i npokuaascs. Cepie
niicTpubyBaJsio, rynamydu B niibopiaad, i BiH cTapaHHO 3aTyJ/sAB [3b0-
0a, 11106 BOHO, 60/1alf YOT0, HEe BUBAJIMJIOCS HAa30BHi.

Ha paxy Oys10 mopoXHbO U THXO, JIMIIe MicAllb yIIOBHI 3BUYHO ILJIU-
HYB HeOOM, HiOM IJ1y3y04H 3 MOJIOXJIUBOTO MTaxXa.

B



— Hy ocb, 3H0BY, — 6ifkaBca [epreib, KOJIM HOro cepiie TPOXH BIIY-
xaJio, i JIeHTaBCs [0 MOPOKHbOI OaHKU 3-1iA pap6H, Ae 36upasiacs 10-
110Ba BoJla. — YCi ITaxy AK NTaxXy, JULIe 1 — Hi CLJIO Hi BI1aJIo, He KYPKa,
He NTax, a TaK — CHOBHU/A AKUKCh. A Bce Tu!

BiH i3 foKOpoOM ryiMnaB y 6iK Micsilis, a IOTiM MOYWHAB MHUTH, 3aKHa-
I0YM HasaJ, JIOBry LIMIO Ta LIOKal4Hu /3b060M. Bosa fonomMarasna nomy
3aCIOKOITUCH.

3rogoM lepresib yasanas y 6ik mapameTy, 06epexHo 3a3upas 3a 3a-
KpaioK i, He M06AYMBILIU TaM HIKOr0, HEKBAIJIMBO Bi/IXOAUB, 3aKY10-
YU AOTH, JOKH He OMHUHSBCS Yy CBOEMY NPUXUCTKY. Tak BibyBasiocs pa3
y pa3. | nTax He 3HaB, YOMY BiH 6Aa4MB 1li CHU ¥ Y1 KOJIUCh [IbOMY HacTaHe
kpail. To 6y/s1a He OT0 TAEMHUIIS, A pajillle 3araZika XoJ0JHOr'0 MicCs1i.
HaTtomMicTb BiH MaB BJiacHy. Taky, 110 He JJOBipMB 6M HiKOMY. 3a KOJAHUX
o6cTaBuH. [epresib He BMiB JliTaTH. | cTpalieHHO 609BCA BUCOTH.

30PA

I_IOHaA yce 3ops Jilobuaa JUBUTHUCA BHU3. Tyau, Jie 3 Bi4HOI 4Yop-
HOTH BUCTYIasia YapiBHa 6JIaKUTHO-3eJieHa KyJibKa. Ta HOCTilHO
KpyTUJiacd: ouH ii 6ik 6yB o6epHeHul a0 CoHlg, a iHKUH — A0 3opi
U pemiTH 3ipok. fKIijo 106pe HANPYKUTH 3ip, MOKHA OYJIO PO3TJIeJiTU
BHM3Y OKeaHH, FTOPHU U JIiCH, a je TaM IMOCTIMHO MUTOTIJIU TUCSYi Pi3HO-
KOJIbOPOBUX BOTHHKIB, 1110 HeabUsAK LiikaBUd 30pio. BoHa x 60 6ysa
MaJIeHbKOI0 YePBOHOIO 3ipKO0, 10 TOT0 K Ha/|I3BUYaWHO JOMUTIUBOIO.

— Tu 3H0BY BUTpila€Licsd BHU3? — cBapuJia ii cTapiua cycijika, 6isa
3ipKa.

— AJe k TaM TakK 1jikaBo!

— Twu 3ipka! TBo€ 3aBiaHHA — cAATU. BUIpoMiHIOBaTH 30psiHE CBIT-
Jio. A BOHO He3ab6apoM NOTbMSHIE, IKILO Oy/lel TAKOK HEPO3BAXK/INUBOIO.
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3op4 3iTxaja:

— A 1110, K g He X04y CAATH?

— Mycuur. To TBOE NpU3HaAYEHHA.

[Iupo kaXky4u, NUTaHHS NpU3HaYeHHs 30p1o He 06X0AU/IHU. Jl0 TOTO X
CbOro/iHi BoHa 6yJ/1a He B TyMopi. [i y/1106/1eHy Ky/JIbKy 06CTYNUIN XMa-
py, i 9k 30ps He cTapasacsd — IM reTb HIYOr'0 He BJjaBasloCA PO3JUBUTHU-
cd. Toxk BOHa HaxuJdA/1acd 1o0pa3y HUK4Ye, HaMarartoyuch CBITJIOM CBOIX
IPOMEHIB PO3BiATU Mapy, U cepAuacd felasli Ay>K4e, aXK MOKU panToM
He cllaJlaxHyJla SICKPaBUM CUHbO-01JIUM CBIiTJIOM i He OHecacsl BHUS3.

— IIo > 9 Hakoina? — 3abigkasacs 3ops.

Ta 6ys10 BxKe 3ani3Ho. 3ipKa najaia ¥ najaja, a 6J1akuTHa KyJIbKa HiJ|
Helo pocJia ¥ pocJia, JIOKK He 3aTysuIa coboro pemrty Kocmocy.

KUUUK

KI/ILU/IK 06epeXHO MPOCJAU3HYB Kpi3b LUINAPUHY MiXK JjBepyUMa Ta CTi-
HOIO ¥ ONIMHUBCA Ha Jlaxy. /IBepi Jiejb YyTHO CKPUIIHYJ/IX 1 NTOBeEP-
HYJIUCS Ha 3BU4He Micle. Hiune He60 MusiBO cipisio. [lepe/icBiTaHKOBUM
MOpOK OyB TI'YCTHUM i NMiHUBCA KJANTSMU TYMaHY, CXO)KMMH Ha 36UTI
BEpILKH, PO AKi KULIMK KOJIKUCh 4yB BiJl MaTepi, ajie )KOJHOr0 pasy He
KylTyBaB. To 6y/sid HAMOI/IbII COHHI TOAMHHU HOYi, TOX KMLIMK HiYUM He
PU3MKYBaB: HABITh HAMBIAYaWAYLIHIIIMX HECIJIFOXIB O L[i¥ MOPi 3MOPIO-
BaB COH.

[HIIMX KOTiB Ha Aaxy He 6yJi0. Ti 3a3BMYail BeUITaJIMCA TOPUILAMH CY-
CiZHIX OYAMHKIB | He NXasucs Ha TaKy BepXxoTypy. [oy6u cKynyuaucs
B MaJ/IeHbKIH Hillli 1 OyJIbKOTIJIM cO6i yBi cHi. Ta BOHU HE CTAHOBUJIU JJ151
Kunuka »ko/iHo1 3arpo3u, 60 craJiv BiJi Bedopa 10 CaMOro CBiTaHKY.

OfHaK 1pOro pasy IOCh TaKU MUILJIO He Tak. HenmpuemHe BifuyT-
TS MUIIEl0 MKPsA60Tizio B KuiyMka mij mkipoto i He AaBasio 3MOry 30-
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cepeauTucs. BiH oMuHyB Hilly 3 rosy6amMu ¥ 3a3UpHyB 3a pir. binui
3/l0pOBaHb — fIK NOAYMKHM 3BaB Moro Kunuk — cnas, 3aCTPOMHUBIIU
roJIoBYy mij Kpuso. Ha JOBriv mui TpUBOXKHO NyJIbCyBaJla MaJleHbKa
»KUJIKa — MabyTb, 6iZj0/1aci CHUBCS KolIMap.

Kunyk npokpaBcs noB3 nraxa. [logymeyku Horo jian M’siko NPYy»KHU-
HUJIU OKpiBJiet. KiT cTpuOHYB Ha napamneT i BUTHYB CIMHY. Tpeba 6yJ10
TPOXU pOo3iM’ATHCA MicJs TPUBAJIOrO CUAIHHSA B TicHiH, 3aBasieHil MOT-
JIOXOM KOMIip4MHI, ie BiH JJHIOBAB OCTAaHHIM 4acoM.

TpuBora He noJsiviuasna, Toxx KULIMK BUPILIKMB He 3BOJIIKATH 1 BXKe rpy-
NyBaBCsl, TOTYIOUYUCH [0 CTPUOKA, IK palTOM NOYyB 03aAy Pi3KUHU rop-
TaHHUW KPUK, HEMOB XTOCh CIIPOOYBAaB 3arpaTy NMUJIOK0 HA BiOJIOHYEJII:

— Tep-resb, rep-resn! [Ipomry Bac, He po6iTh 1[bOTO!

Kunuk cinHyBcs i, He BTpUMaBLIKCh Ha NMapamneTi, ly6OBCHYB YHUS.
bisla npruMapa KrHyJ1acd 3a HUM, IPOTe OCTAaHHbOI MUTI YOMYCh Ilepey-
MaJia ¥ 3aCTUIJIa Ha CaMiCiHbKOMY Kpai, He3rpabHO po3Maxyo4u BeJie-
TEHCBKUMU KpHUJIAMHU.

— O Hi! — 3aBoJ1as1a BOHA HelaCHUM IoJIoCOM. — TiJIbKU He LbOro
pa3y! byab sacka! 3HOBY He BCTHUT. | 1110 2 51 3a HEB/laXa TAKHUM...

Tiel »x muTi Kunuk 3po3yMis, 1[0 HeNmoKoiJI0O MOro Bij caMoro mno-
4yaTKy: TO OyJio 6e3MicA4He, OC/iNJIeHe TYMaHOM He6o, iKe 3HeHallbKa
OTOPHYJIO MOr0 YOPHUM NPOCTUPAZJIOM. | KIT LIOCUJIM 3aMaxaB HaMiB-
IIPO30PUMHU KpHUJIaMH, BUPIBHIOIOYH IOJIIT.

HECNOAIBAHATOCTA

l—'eprenb HEPBOBO MipsiB 3MOKJIMH Bijj TYMaHy JiaX *KOBTOTapsiYUMHU
nepeTUHYACTUMM JiallaMU U pa3 y pa3 nor/s/aB y He6o. Micaus He
6yJ10! Asie 2 BiH MaB 6yTH! Bo [epre/iro 3HOBY HACHUBCH TOM MaXJIUBUM
coH. IlTax 3akJyigK Ha Micli, BUNIPOCTAaBIIX BIepe/] JIiBy Jamy. A 44 He



yepes Lie BiH MPOKUHYBCS paHille, Hi*k 3a3Bu4ait? [ 41 6ys10 TO CHOM?
[epresib 3iTxHYB. BiH Hi B YoMy He GyB yneBHeHHUH, 60, IK i GLIBLIICTD
ITaxiB, IOraHo 6a4MB YHoUI. Llboro pasy, Ko Ha3ycTpiy HOMy cliajiax-
HYJIU /|Ba )KOBTi BOTHUKU — OJIMH TPOXU OiJbIIMMY, IHIIUKA TPOXU MEH-
mui, — [epresib npuHaiMHI cipoMircs 3akpuvaTu. Ajie XToCh — SIKIIO,
3BiCHO, 11e 6yB TOM caMUil XTOCh — 3peIlTOl0 3HOBY BnaB. [luBHO. fKIL0
BiH L0pa3y nazas i3 TaKol BUCOYMHH, TO AK Ke BiH 1oBepTaBcs?

— Bp-p... CnpaBxHili ropox i3 kamyctoio!

V TepreJist 3aaMopOYMIIOCS B TOJIOBI.

— Tu x po3cyanBuil nTax, — 3BEPHYBCS BiH caM [Jj0 cebe, He YCBI-
JIOMJIIOIOY Y, 1110 r'esirode BroJsioc. — Mipkyu soridHo! Akio XTock no-
CTIMHO Ma/la€ ¥ MOBePTAETHCA, TO BiH yMi€ siTaTu! A OCKiZIbKY BiH yMi€
JITaTH, TO BiH — nTax!

3asizo6eTonHa Jiorika! [epresib ropZl0BUTO BUIIPOCTAB ILHIO.

«Ane .. — NPOMHMMpPUB MUPIIABEHbKHMU TOJIOCOK y HOro TroJo-
Bi. — Oui cBiTATbHCA JiMle B XMXKUX NTaxiB. Y TakoMy pasi XTocb — ab0
COBa, a60 opeJ1, ab0 xk y3araJi cTpyo...»

[Tlip’'st Tepresst crano gu6kw. llle Ko BiH 6YB )KOBTOPOTHUM IITallle-
HAM, MOT0 JIAKaJIM ONOBIKaMU NP0 AACTPY0a, AKUN BUKPaZaB MaJIUX He-
CJIYXiB IPOCTO 3 Xa3HUCbKOTO JBOPY.

— JlypHuni! — IMKHYB Ha HempoxaHoro pajHuka leprenb. — XKoj-
HUX AcTpy6iB! 1 faBHO Jopocaui. | HeMa 4oro BKpUBATHUCH TyCAYOR0
HIKipoto!

[ITax xMukHyB. [lodyTTs rymopy B HbOro Taku Oysi0 HiBpoky! Ha-
npaBAy, o4i XTocAa HaWOi/blle CKUAANNACA HA KOTAYL. AJle K KOTU He
JitatoTh?! [epresib BKOTPE 3UPKHYB Yropy, MOAYMKH JIAK0YH XOJIOJHUN
Micsillb, IKMM XOBaBCS caMe TO/li, KOJIM OyB NOTpPiOeH, i TOYUMMUYKKYBaB
Jl0 pSTIBHOI OJISIIIAHKU 3 BOJOI0.

3HeHalbKa JIeTKUH BiTepelb BU/JPaB KJAMNOTH i3 I'ycTOro psjHa Ty-
MaHy, OrOJIMBIIH IMAaTO4Y0K 30pSAHOTO Heba.

1 TJo-He6yab Take, B YOMY BaXKKO po3i6paTHCs; II0Ch HEBNOPSIKOBaHe, HE3pO3yMiJe, Ha-
miyTaHe Touio (ipoH.).

9



— Hapewri! — 3paaiB nTax, BUAMBJISAIOUUCH, YU HE 3’ IBUTHCS B OTBO-
pi ioro npusTeb Micarb. Hatromictb [epresb yriiesiB gemo reTs iHiie:
nepeKpecJUBIIU HEOO PO3YEPKOM 30JI0TOT0 XBOCTA, HA3yCTPid Hecsaacs
YU TO KOMETA, Y¥ TO NaJyya 3ipKa, i BOHa 0Cb-0Cb MaJia 3BaJIMTUCA HOMY
IIPOCTO Ha r'OJIOBY.

[epresib 3acr4aB, BATSTHYB KO | YUMYK 3a61B KprsiaMu. AJie Bap-
TO OyJIO JlanaM BiAJIiNUTHUCA Bif Aaxy, 1K He60paKy NPOHU3aB roCTPpUM
ctpax. Kpuna o6M’ sy, 1anu po3’ixaaucs, ¥ BiH renHyBCs BHU3.

«MeHi rariMk», — yCTHUT ogyMaTu [epreJib 3a MUTD JI0 TOTO, IK KOTO
3acJ/iNuB cliajaXx ACKpaBoro CBiTJa.

— laniMk! — NOBTOPUB BiH | 3HENIPUTOMHIB.

TAEMHULUA XTOCA

Knumca MYYUJIA CYMHIBU. YU TO JOKOPH CyMJIIHHSA. A MOXe, 1 OlHE,
¥ iHue. KiT 3BUYHO KU PSAB Y NPOXOJIOAHOMY HIYHOMY MOBITPI, ase
CbOTOZIHI MPOTy/IIHKA He IPUHOCUJIA OYIKYBAaHOI'0 3a10BOJIEHHS.

Kunyk go6pe nam’sitaB TOM JIeHb, KOJIM B HbOTO MOBiAPOCTANU KPU-
Jia. | 1pOHU3IMBY paicTh, 11O II BiA4yB Ti€l MUTI, K ylepuie 3iMHABCA
B He60. AJie BiH TaKO0X He 3a0yB CTpax i CMyTOK y MaTepUHHUX O4ax Ta il
roCTpi, HEMOB LIypA4i a3ypi, cioBa:

— 3abupaiics retb! Tu 6isbllle He Mil CUH...

BigTopni BiH kuB camM-oauH. YyKu¥ cepes KOTiB. Uy>kuil cepef nTaxiB.
3aBXXaU BUTHAHelb. 3aBX/1U BTiKay.

[IpoTe upboro pasy ujoch Taku Mo He Tak! Y Byxax Kunuka foci Biz-
JIYHIOBaJIM CJ10Ba 3/0POBaHs, HiOW XTOCh I'PaB HUMHU B MiHT-MOHT MPO-
CTO B MOTO I'0JIOBI.

— Byab s1acka, He pobITh IIbOTO... — y TOJIOCI ITaxa BUyBaJIKCs BXKe
3”HaroMi KMLIMKOBI moauB i cTpax. Ajie 6yJio 1och iie. Te, 110 CIOHY-
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KaJIO KOTa 1opa3y 03UpaTuCcd Ha 3HauoMuM gax. banayxe! Tenep BiH
0JJHAKOBO He Mir TyAu NMoBepHyTHCA. Moro cxoBaHKy Gy/0 BHUKDPHTO.
BkoTtpe. [lonpu Bci nepecToporu.

— Yyxunu cepeg KoTiB. Uykui cepes nraxiB, — 3iTxHyB Kunuk.

BiH yTOMUBCA TikaTH. YTOMUBCA 6yTH HEBUAUMOIO, MakKe 6e3Tisec-
HOI0 PUMapOIo, 1110 3'IBJASETHCS B CYyTiHKaX i 3HUKAE 3 EPLIUM IIpoMe-
HeM COHId. Jluiie B He6I BiH MOYyBaBCs BiJIbHUM, 60 TaM, Ha Bi/IMiHY BiJ
3eMJlIi, He 3aJIMIIaj0cs CaiiB.

[IoB3 HBOTO IIpOHeEC/IAcA CTPIMKA TiHb — pajllle 3a BCe KaXKaH, — aJie
cbOroiHi KMIIMKOBI He XOTiJIoCs MoJit0oBaTH. BiH BijuyBaB 30BCIM iHIIMK
roJiof, — »ary /0 HoOpMaJIbHOT0 TOBAapUCTBaA Ta CIIJIKYBaHHS 3 XKHUBOIO
icToTOoM0, 4Oro He 37jaTHaA OyJia BTaMyBaTH »KOJHa DXa.

YopHe He60 Bpa3 po3iTHYB sICKpaBUH claJjiax, i 110Ch BIAJIO Ha JiaX,
PO3KHK/IaBIIM HABCIOIY CAI04Yi BOTHSAHI OPU3KH.

— Tpscusa! — 3aBosiaB Kunuk i mofyxy raiHyB y 6ik OyIUHKY.

3HAMOMCTBO

AI‘OB! Tak i 6ynemMo BAaBaTu i3 ce6e MmepTBOro? Yu, Moxe, NpuBi-
a TaeMocsi? — 3ops Biuy/aa po3/JpaTyBaHHs. BapTo 6ys0 fosiaTu
CTIJIbKH CBITJIOBUX JIiT, 1106 OMMHUTHUCA Y CUPIM TeMHIW MicUUHI 6e3
»KOZJHOTO KOJIbOPOBOTO BOTHMKA Ta L€ M HAaTPAIUTH HA AKOTOChb He-
BpiBHOBaxkeHOro nraxa?! 3omiB Bij nependaky! Uy0BrUi BUAB rOCTHUH-
HOCTI!

[epresib moBoJIi pO3TY/IUB ofHE 0Ko. [loTiM ipyre. BupsiuuBcs Ha He
6adeHy [10Ci CA04y iCTOTY, AKa TPOXU Hara/lyBaJjia HOBOPi4HY SAJIMHKOBY
3ipKy. Xi6a 1110 6yJ1a KpacuBiliow. 3Ha4yHO KpacuBinioro. Ta 1ie i }KUBOIO.
Y nboMy He 6yJ10 )KOAHUX CYMHIBIB, 60 iCTOTa caMe MOBaXKHO MOX0/1KaJjia
JlaxoM, po36pHU3KYH4YHX HABCiOiY UBOBUKHE MEPEXTIMBE CAUBO.

— Hy HapewrTi! OTamuBce. A g Bxe U He criogiBasaca! — 3op4 roJsoc-
HO 3iTXHYyJ1a.
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— { nomep? — mpocTorHas [epresb.

— Hi. Ane ksienkuy, cxoxe, NOBUCKAaKyBaJiu, — 3ipKa 3Mipsja 0TOpo-
mijioro nraxa norisgAoM. — XoJ1a, amiro? ! Yu sk TyT y Bac BiTaroThcA?

— Bsaraui-to, — 3ayBaxuB [epreJib, [0 AKOr0 I04aJI0 JOXOJUTH, 1[0
He3HaWOMKa KelKye 3 Hboro. — fl kutaucbkum nrax. TouyHille, rycaxk.
Tepresn’.

— Topi Hi xao*, [epresio!

— SKI10 BY KUTANCbKOI, TO 91 He po3yMito, — [epreJib miJBiBcs i no-
YaB CTapaHHO BUCKYOyBaTH 3a0py/IHEHe i/ Yyac NaJiHHA nip'd.

— BoHo ¥ He 1¥BHO... — 30ps 3BeJia oui. — ['el, kuTanuo! Kyau s no-
Tpanuia? YoMy TyT Tak TeMHO? | roJIOBHE: Jie BCI Ti ACKpaBi BOTHUKH,
sIKi 1 6aynJia 3ropu?

— {I He YKOKMOBJISIIO 3 HEXKHAHOMISIMH, — TpOIIaMKaB [epresib, KUt
caMe HalxaB [MOBEH POT Mip’s.

— [lomacTuio X HaTpanMTH Ha NpULIeenyBaTOro! — npouenoTiia
3opH.

— f B1Ie yy1O!

— Hy no6pe, no6pe! Tu leprenn. I 3ops. Paga 3naitomcTBy. Bsia-61a-
6.s1a... Tenep BiAnoBicK Ha MOi 3anUTaHHSA?

[epreJib MiZ{HAB rOJIOBY U NMOIJIAHYB Ha HEIPOXaHy T'OCTIO.

— Hi, — 3pewrToro MoBUB BiH. — {] BaM He Bipto. Bu He MoxeTe 6y TH
3ipkoro. BoHu Taki rapHi! [ Taxi...

— 3Halo, 3Hato! — nepebuJia oro 3ops. — BuxoBaHi il rpeuni! { Tex
Taka. AJie siKe YaCTyBaHHS, TaKe ¥ JIKyBaHHs. T nepmuun no4yan!

— A?! — ax migckouuB [epresib. — Ta 513K y Bigkiiro41ii 6ys!

— OTox! 3s151KaBcs, Ha4ye s ONyAaJio SIKeCh... abo1o... Xo4a, Ha AKUHU
1le IpUiioM BapTo Oysio crnofiBaTucsa y uik fipi? — 3ops 3 Bigpasorw
pO33UpHYJIACH.

2 3icnaHcbKol: «[IpuBiT, JpyxKe».
3 Tepresb — nopoJa CBiiCbKHUX ryceii, BUuBejeHa B Kurai.
* 3 kuTakcbKoi: «[IpuBiT».
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